
One of the most
beautiful Psalms of
thanksgiving is Psalm
100. "Shout for joy to the
Lord, all the earth. Serve
the Lord with gladness;
come before Him with
joyful songs. Know that
the Lord is God. It is He
who made us, & we are
His; we are His people,
the sheep of His pasture.”

"Enter His gates
with thanksgiving & His
courts with praise; give
thanks to Him & praise
His name. For the Lord is
good & His love endures
forever; His faithfulness
continues through all gen-
erations."

With all my heart I
believe we are a people &
a nation that has truly
been blessed by God.
And of all those who “give
thanks to Him & praise
His name" our name
should be at the top of
the list!

It is not uncommon
to compile wish lists at
Christmas, & draw up a
list of resolutions for New
Years. But there is an-
other list we often over-
look a Thanksgiving Day
list of all for which we are
thankful.

Let me share part

of the list that several
housewives compiled.
They wrote that they
were especially thank-
ful:

"For automatic
dishwashers because
they make it possible
for us to get out of the
kitchen before the
family comes back in
for their after-dinner
snacks.”

"For husbands
who attack small re-
pair jobs around the
house because they
usually make them big
enough to call in the
professionals.”

"For children
who put away their
things & clean up after
themselves. They’re
such a joy you hate to
see them go home to
their own parents.”

"For teenagers
because they give par-
ents an opportunity to
learn a second lan-
guage.”

"For Smoke
alarms because they
let you know when the
turkey’s done.”

Now our
list might not be the
same as theirs, but I’m
convinced that if we

began to make a list,
we would find that we
have much more for
which to be thankful
than just our material
possessions. Like
you, I’m sure, my list
would include the ma-
jor things life, health,
family, friends, & the
nation we live in, de-
spite all its flaws.

But even more
than that, I’m thankful
for my salvation, our
church family, & the
mercy that God show-
ers upon us each day.
With Jesus we have
so much for which to
celebrate on Thanks-
giving! “Be joyful al-
ways; pray continually;
give thanks in all cir-
cumstances, for this is
God’s will for you in
Christ Jesus”
(1 Thess. 5:16-18).

Your Shepherd,
Pastor Mark
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A Note From the Pastor



The Men’s Group is meeting for Bible study, prayer, and
fellowship on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday nights of each month
at 7:00 pm in the Library at the church. We will be studying
the book, Gospel: Recovering the power that made Christi-
anity Revolutionary, by Keith Greear. November meetings
will be 11/1 and 11/15.

Women’s Bible Study meets on Wednesday mornings at
10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall and is currently covering the
series: “Women of the Bible”.

Next summer we are planning another Mission Trip to Wel-
come Home Outreach Ministries in Vincente Guerreo,
Mexico. This is the same ministry we worked with in the
summer of 2010. Vincente Guerrero is a farming community
with many people living in poverty and a large population of
transient farm workers living in desperate conditions. Wel-
come Home Outreach Ministries operates a school/daycare
facility, distributes food and clothing to farm workers, builds
houses, and engages in a variety of activities to meet the
needs of the poor. Our intention is to partner with other Con-
verge Northwest churches and build a team that will travel to
Mexico in July or August and work with Welcome Home Min-
istries for a week. We will actively share the gospel message
and minister to the needs to people in very difficult circum-
stances. If you are interested in being involved, talk to Pas-
tor Mark or Bob Moore. To find out more about Welcome
Home Outreach Ministries, their web-site is www.
welcomehomeoutreach.org.

Pastor Mark has scheduled the next Church Membership
Class for Sunday, November 13th at 12 pm and the next
Baptism service for Sunday, November 20th. If you are in-
terested in being part of the next Church Membership class
or if you are interested in being baptized, please note it on
your Communication Card.

Men’s Breakfast 8:00 am November 19th Followed by a
Church Work Day 9:00 am

Thanksgiving Eve Service, Ballard Baptist 7:30 pm
November 23rd. Carpool from the church at 6:30 pm

UPCOMING MESSAGES

November 6, 2011
Manage Anger
Proverbs 16:32

November 13, 2011
Handle Money Well
Proverbs 3:9-10

November 20, 2011
Cultivate Compassion
Proverbs 14:31

November 27, 2011
Communicate Wisely
Proverbs 18:21

PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES:

Gordy & Tabita Beck ~ Austria
Kelly & Cherie Green ~ Colombia
Mark & Helen Downing ~ Brazil

Becky Osell ~ Ethiopia
Scott & Ruth Millar ~ Argentina

Steve & Barbara Wilkinson ~ Philippines
Andy & Lynette Tillman ~ Philippines

Happy Anniversary!

Don and Kim Strange 11/4

Mike Harrison 11/3
Scot Templeton 11/3
Kevin Brooks 11/4
Ray Brown 11/6
Jerry Madden 11/6
Anne Schukar 11/6
Matthew Tolentino 11/12
Louise Wells 11/20
Norma Beckmeier 11/26
Aida Nichols 11/30
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Focus on Our Church Community
(Getting to Know One Another)

Monthly Spotlight

Pastor Mark and Mary Beth Rogers

Mark Rogers has been the pastor of our church
since January 1, 2000. He was born and raised in
Portland, OR. At the age of fourteen, he gave his
life to Jesus while attending a Christian camp in
the state of New York.

During his sophomore year at Lewis and Clark
College in Portland, he sensed God’s call to pur-
sue full time Christian ministry as a pastor. After
completing his B.A. degree in Business Admini-
stration, he attended Trinity Evangelical Divinity
School in Deerfield, IL where he received his M.
Div. degree. Pastor Mark served churches in Port-
land, OR and Southern California before coming
to Kenmore.

Pastor Mark enjoys boating, sailing, golf, tennis,
traveling, telling jokes, playing games and spend-
ing time with his family. His passion in ministry is
to help people develop life-changing relationships
with Jesus Christ and each other.

Mark is married to Mary Beth. They met at a large
church in Lake Oswego, OR where Mark was the
minister to College/Career age students. A blind
date was involved which you will have to ask them
about.

She was born in Beaverton, OR . She was raised
in a Christian home and gave her life to Christ one
summer at Vacation Bible School. All her life she
has loved music and learned to play the piano and
sing at a young age. She got her B.A. degree
from Trinity College in Deerfield, IL. Mary Beth
currently leads the worship team at our church
and directs both the adult and children’s choir.
She is an avid reader, enjoys playing games, and
spending time with her family.

The Rogers’ have three grown sons; Matt, Tim,
and Mike. Matt works at Chase Bank in Kenmore.
Tim works as a leasing agent for a large apart-
ment complex in Redmond, WA and Mike is com-
pleting his senior year at Whitman College in
Walla Walla, WA.

Verse of the Month

The Lord is righteous in
all His ways, and holy in

all his works.

Psalms 145:17

November Encouragement

Clarity

I know better than to not trust God, But
sometimes, I forget that.

When we are in the midst of an experi-
ence, it is easy to forget that there is a Plan.
Sometimes, all we can see is today.

If we were to watch only two minutes of the
middle of a television program, it would make little
sense. It would be a disconnected event.

If we were to watch a weaver sewing a tap-
estry for only a few moments, and focused on
only a small piece of the work, it would not look
beautiful. It would look like a few peculiar threads
randomly placed.

How often we use that same, limited per-
spective to look at our life—especially when we
are going through a difficult time.

We can learn to have perspective when we
are going through those confusing, difficult learn-
ing times. When we are being pelleted by events
that make us feel, think, and question, we are in
the midst of learning something important.

We can trust that something valuable is
being worked out in us--even when things are dif-
ficult, even when we cannot get our bearings. In-
sight and clarity do not come until we have mas-
tered our lesson.

Faith is like a muscle. It must be exercised
to grow strong. Repeated experiences of having
to trust what we can’t see and repeated experi-
ences of learning to trust that things will work out,
are what make our faith muscles grow strong.

The Language of Letting Go –Melody Beattie
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And

my
hope

Is

Renewed

It’s that moment. A moment when a teen, in the ultimate
act of vulnerability, shares a close-guarded secret with
others; when many share a burden, crying for someone
else’s loss & suffering; when one, with mild admonition,
quickly adjusts their behavior; when another hugs the
broken, unwittingly sewing pieces back on; when a self-
absorbed kid apologizes, despite their own wounded
pride; when the shy kid prays a sincere blessing over all;
or when a former bully protects & advocates on behalf of
the oppressed, freeing them their exhausting shackles.
And that golden shaft silvers all clouds it bumps, gilding
my gray day; filling it with reflective, singing beauty and
glittering optimism. However fleeting this moment, it
makes all my toiling worthwhile. Because I see Jesus, I
remember mercy, hope, perseverance, strength, and
unconditional love. Despite circumstances, I observe
kids fighting for one another. I experience love. I witness
restoration. And I see a glimmer of hope.

Not only for my beloved teens, but also for this dark &
lonely world. Because they will change the world. If only
by refusing to recycle the violence, addiction, and hatred
they endured. They will make this world a brighter place,
they will shine one more beam of Christ’s loving light;
helping to heal others and giving hope wherever they
walk.

These are my teens. They are my beautiful moments.
They are shimmering light on grey Seattle days. They
are hope.

Please continue to pray for them, for my wisdom, for
their healing, and most of all, for their relationships with
Jesus to grow. Next month prepare for another install-
ment of the teen profiles.

Until next time,
Tia

Church Family

I wanted to share an entry in my ministry
blog so you can all see a little of what I see.

Sometimes Youth Ministry is exceedingly dif-
ficult. Sometimes I wonder what I’ve gotten
myself into. And sometimes I have one of
those weeks (or months) where I feel com-
pletely isolated, exhausted, and like an utter
failure. All seems to go awry.

And then, in the midst of raging hormones,
bad choices, strained relationships, and lost
tempers, there’s that beautiful moment. Like
golden sunshine splitting darkened clouds.


