
One of the stresses of
Christmas is trying to find
just the right gift for the
people we love. Because
God knows everything,
He doesn’t have the
same problem we have
when it comes to gifts.
He knows just what we
need and on that first
Christmas over 2000
years ago, He gave us
the perfect gift. From the
titles given to Jesus in
Isaiah 9:2, 6 we see that
He is God’s answer to
meet our needs.

“The people walking in
darkness have seen a
great light; on those living
in the land of the shadow
of death a light has
dawned…For to us a
child is born, to us a son
is given, and the govern-
ment will be on his shoul-
ders. And he will be
called Wonderful Coun-
selor, Mighty God, Ever-
lasting Father, Prince of
Peace.”

The first title given to
Jesus in this passage is
“light.” The purpose of
light is to dispel darkness.
The darkness in my life
and your life and our
world can be transformed
by the light of Christmas,
Jesus Christ.

The second title given
to Jesus is “Wonderful
Counselor.” Wonderful in
the sense that He is be-
yond anything that we
have ever seen. As a
counselor, you can’t get
any better than God Him-
self. He has all wisdom
and knowledge. Life is
often perplexing, bewil-
dering, messy, complex,
problematic, and discon-
certing. We have all
made a mess of our lives
at one time or another
and Jesus comes in the
midst of our brokenness
and confusion to show us
a way out.

The third title for Jesus
is “Mighty God.” Jesus is
not just an ordinary per-
son. He is fully God and
fully human. Because He
is mighty God, He has the
power to help us in our
weaknesses. We are
powerless to earn our
way to heaven. Only by
believing in Jesus and ac-
cepting the sacrifice He
offered on the cross as
mighty God can we enter
into relationship with Him
and spend eternity in
heaven. He gives us
strength to make changes
in our lives and live our
lives according to His

values and standards.
The next title given to

Jesus in this passage is
“Everlasting Father.” Ev-
erlasting Father may
seem like a strange title
for Jesus, but it signifies
He is an enduring and
compassionate provider
and protector. His love
for us will never fail.
Through Jesus we re-
ceive God’s love to fill our
emptiness.

Finally, Jesus is called
“Prince of Peace.” When
we talk about Jesus as
the Prince of Peace, we
are saying that Jesus is
the governor of well-
being, the captain of hap-
piness, the ruler of peace.
If we surrender to Him
and follow His leadership,
He will bring a sense of
wholeness and well-being
into our lives.

If you haven’t done so
already, I hope you will
put your faith and trust in
Jesus this Christmas. If
you already know Him,
tell others about Him and
how He can meet their
deepest needs. MERRY
CHRISTMAS!

Your Shepherd,
Pastor Mark
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A Note From the Pastor



The Men’s Group is meeting for Bible study, prayer, and
fellowship on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday nights of each month
at 7:00 pm in the Library at the church. December Studies:
12/6 and 12/20.

Women’s Bible Study meets on Wednesday mornings at
10:00 am in the Library.

Next summer we are planning another Mission Trip to Wel-
come Home Outreach Ministries in Vincente Guerreo,
Mexico. It looks like the date for the trip with be
Aug. 5 -11th. If you are interested in being involved, talk to
Pastor Mark or Bob Moore. To find out more about Wel-
come Home Outreach Ministries, their web-site is
www.welcomehomeoutreach.org.

Christmas Outreach for KCC to Hope Place. Hope Place
has 80+ women and 40-50 children in the facility, they have
a lot of need for shoes, clothing and other necessities, and
sometimes have to use gift certificates to obtain these.
Here is a quote from the director, Stacy, about the need:
"Let's pray that God will provide more gift cards. As donors
call and ask what we need for Christmas, let's really talk
about the gift card need. We really could use Wal-Mart,
Target, Sears and Payless Shoes.” For more information
speak to Carol Lindlow.

Christmas Open House at Pastor Mark & Mary Beth’s
Home December 4th 1:00 to 4:30 pm.

Christmas Program: “A Manger of Music” December 18th
at 6:00 pm

J.O.Y. (Just Older Youth) Christmas Party Wednesday,
December 21st at 11:30 a.m. It will be held down in the Fel-
lowship Hall of the Church. Everyone is to bring a gift under
$5.00 to exchange and a food item for the Potluck we will be
having.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Christmas Cookie Bake: Wednesday, December 14th, 7 pm
Christmas Eve Service: December 24th at 5 pm
Christmas Day Worship Celebration: December 25th 10 am

UPCOMING MESSAGES

December 4, 2011
Trust God In Everything
Proverbs 3:5-6

December 11, 2011
I’m Dreaming of a Right Christmas
Luke 2:1-20; Matthew 2:1-12

December 18, 2011
Musical: “The Reluctant Innkeeper”

December 25, 2011
The Indescribably Jesus!
Philippians 2:5-11

PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES:

Gordy & Tabita Beck ~ Austria
Kelly & Cherie Green ~ Colombia
Mark & Helen Downing ~ Brazil

Becky Osell ~ Ethiopia
Scott & Ruth Millar ~ Argentina

Steve & Barbara Wilkinson ~ Philippines
Andy & Lynette Tillman ~ Philippines

Happy Anniversary!
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Rudy Rice Dec 1
Barbara LeDoux Dec 4
Karen Meissner Dec 4
Abraham Medina Dec 5
Debbie Bayer Dec 10
John Schukar Dec 10
Kitty Murphy Dec 14
Claudia Moore Dec 15
Shawn Brown Dec 25
Lilian Watts Dec 25
Aleta Hursch Dec 26

Artie and Catherine Tolentino 12/1
Mark and Mary Beth Rogers 12/5
Jim and Karen Meissner 12/17
Robert and Sally Relle 12/20



Focus on Our Church Community
(Getting to Know One Another)

Monthly Spotlight

Sheryl Madden

Sheryl Madden was born in Seattle a number
of years ago. She grew up in Bellevue and graduated
from Bellevue High School another number of years
ago. Not having definite career plans, she attended
community college and business college for a time, un-
til she had the brilliant thought that perhaps travel
would be inspiring. So, she spent a year in Hawaii and
another year in California, before returning to her
hometown, a bit wiser and quite a bit poorer, money-
wise. Eventually she settled into a career as a court-
reporter. During that time she married Jerry, and a few
years later they added Bryce to their family.

Although she had grown up in a Christian
home, she didn’t discover the amazing concept of hav-
ing a personal relationship with Christ until she started
attending KCC. When her dad passed away in Novem-
ber of 2002, she began to seek something or someone
to fill that gap. The first time she came to Kenmore
Community Church was for the Christmas Eve service
the following year. Though it was wonderful, she didn’t
feel the need to return again until the week before
Easter in 2004. That would be the turning point in her
life. She began to attend church regularly, and almost
looked forward to being convicted by the Holy Spirit on
a weekly basis. There was a lot for Him to accomplish!

Sheryl started working in the church office at
the end of 2004, and stayed in that job over three
years. During that time she also was the Fellowship
Coordinator, which she enjoyed immensely, but God
was still at work in her life, changing things around. For
the past two years she has led Women’s Ministries
and has found great joy in leading Bible studies and
book studies.

One of the things she discovered about herself
while working in the church office was a passion for
writing. Could this be what God had intended all
along? When trying to get published seemed to just be
more and more hoops to jump through, she took her
writing and turned it into stand-up comedy, which
many fellow KCC attendees witnessed first-hand. Re-
cently she’s been working with an editor of a magazine
to get some of her humorous articles published.

“Looking at the past seven years, I so clearly
see God’s hand leading me through life. Not only do I
thank God for this church, but also for this church fam-
ily, who has encouraged me all along the way. This
place is truly a gift from God!”

Verse of the Month

And he saith unto them,
But whom say ye that I

am? And Peter answereth
and saith unto him, Thou

art the Christ.

Mark 8: 29

December Encouragement

Who keepeth His promise forever.
(Ps. 146:6, Trans.)

God never forgets His Word. He promised a
Redeemer; and although He waited four thousand

years, the promise at last was most surely
fulfilled.

He promised Abraham a son; and although a
quarter of a century of testing intervened, the

promise at last came literally true. He promised
Abraham the Land of Promise as an inheritance;

and although four hundred years of trial
intervened, at last the land was possessed. He
promised Jeremiah that after seventy years the
captives should return from Babylon; and on the
very hour, the action answered to the Word. He
promised Daniel that at a definite time Messiah

should appear; and the most extraordinary
evidence that we have to offer to the doubting
Hebrew today that Jesus is his Messiah, is the

literal fulfillment of the prophecy of Daniel.

Just as true are God’s promises to the believer.
They are all “Yea and Amen” in Christ Jesus. He
has guaranteed them. The promises of God form
a great checkbook. Every one is endorsed by the
Mediator, and His word and honor are pledged to
their fulfillment. To make them “Yea and Amen”
you must sign your name upon the back of the

promise and then personally appropriate it.

“No one who believes in Him shall be
disappointed”

(Rom. 10:11, Way’s trans.).
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