
With the month of
May upon us, I am thinking
about Mother’s Day and the
importance of the family.
We know from Genesis 2
that the family is a divine
institution and that mothers
are an important part of His
plan.

In Matthew 20:20-23
we read about Mrs. Zebe-
dee, the mother of James
and John. “Then the
mother of Zebedee’s sons
came to Jesus with her
sons and, kneeling down,
asked a favor of him. ‘What
is it you want?’ he asked.
She said, ‘Grant that one of
these two sons of mine may
sit at your right and the
other at your left in your
kingdom.’ ‘You don’t know
what you are asking,’ Jesus
said to them. ‘Can you
drink the cup I am going to
drink?’ We can,’ they an-
swered. Jesus said to
them, ‘You will indeed drink
from my cup but to sit at my
right or left is not for me to
grant. These places belong
to those for whom they have
been prepared by my Fa-
ther.’”

We might well criti-
cize Mrs. Zebedee for her
presumptuousness, but I
believe there are some
positive lessons that all par-
ents can learn from her.

We need also to recognize
that when she came to Je-
sus, while Jesus did not
grant her request, neither
did he deny it. He simply re-
minded her of the cost of
being seated on the right or
left & then told her that it is
the Father who determines
who will be seated there.

The first lesson par-
ents can learn from her is
that she prayed that her
sons would be part of the
kingdom of God. Parents
should pray for their chil-
dren and I’m certain often
do pray for them. But the
most important prayer we
can pray is that our children
would put their faith and
trust in Jesus and become
part of His kingdom. What
good is it if our children are
successful in making
money, & driving fine auto-
mobiles, & living in good
neighborhoods, but they
don’t know God? What does
it matter if they gain the
whole world, but lose their
souls?

The second lesson
parents can learn from Mrs.
Zebedee is to pray that our
children will be involved in
the work of God’s kingdom.
Many churches are full of
people content just to fill a
pew on Sunday mornings.
There are plenty of people

willing to sit back & receive
the blessings, but we need
more people willing to get
involved in doing the real
work of the church. But
where does this spirit of ser-
vice begin? It begins at
home, with mothers & fa-
thers setting the example &
praying that their sons &
daughters, might be in-
volved in the work of the
kingdom - as teachers &
leaders, discipling others -
that they might be the ones
to go out into the world &
find the lost - to see that the
church continues on until
Jesus comes again.

Thirdly, Mrs. Zebe-
dee had high expectations
for her children. She didn’t
just pray that her children
would be doorkeepers. She
wanted them on the right
hand & left hand of Jesus.
When you’re working in a
kingdom, there are no
higher positions than those
on the right & left of the
King himself, & that’s what
she wanted for her sons.
We may consider Mrs. Ze-
bedee brash & presumptu-
ous. But I admire her bold-
ness. Too often we have
settled for mediocrity in the
church when we should be
striving to give our best for
God.

Your Shepherd,
Pastor Mark
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A Note From the Pastor



Prayer Meetings: Sunday mornings at 8 am & Monday
evenings at 7 pm.

The Men’s Group is meeting for Bible study, prayer, and
fellowship on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday nights of each month
at 7:00 pm in the Library at the church. May Studies: 5/1
and 5/15

Women’s Bible Study meets on Wednesday mornings at
10:00 am in the Library.

Our Growth Groups: Sunday morning “Seekers Group”
meets at 9:10 am in the Fellowship Hall. The Wednesday
Night Growth Group meets at 7 pm in the Fellowship Hall.
Thursday night we have a Bible study that meets at the
home of Don and Kim Strange at 7 pm.

National Day of Prayer: Thursday, May 3rd.

Wedding Shower for Dorothy DeMaio, May 6th at 2:00 pm
at the home of Kim Strange.

Ladies Tea: Sunday, May 20th 12:30 to 2:30 pm in the Fel-
lowship Hall. Cost is $5 per person. The table format will
be like last year. If you wish to sponsor a table and deco-
rate it in your own theme, please contact Anne Schukar 425
210-7463.

As most of you know, the WA State Legislature voted to ap-
prove same sex marriage this year. A petition for a refer-
endum to put this decision to a vote of the people is now
circulating. We have copies of this petition and the referen-
dum on the missions shelf at the back of the church if you
would like to sign it. By voting to reject the action of the leg-
islature we will preserve marriage between one man and
one woman.

New Church Directory: Please check (add or correct) your
information in the current directory. It is located on the table
in the back of the sanctuary. I (Tina) want to make sure
your information in the directory

Verse of the Month

But Zion said, “The Lord has forsaken me,
the Lord has forgotten me.”

Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and
have no compassion on the child

she has borne?
Though she may forget, I will not forget you!

See, I have engraved you on the
palms of my hands

Isaiah 49:14-16

UPCOMING MESSAGES

May 6, 2012
“The King and His Kingdom!”
Revelation 19 & 20

May 13, 2012
“Tools A Mother Needs”
Proverbs 24:3-4

May 20, 2012
Guest Speaker
Rev. John Hoeldtke

May 27, 2012
“All Things New!”
Revelation 20 & 21

PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES:

Gordy & Tabita Beck ~ Austria
Kelly & Cherie Green ~ Colombia

Becky Osell ~ Ethiopia
Scott & Ruth Millar ~ Argentina

Steve & Barbara Wilkinson ~ Philippines
Andy & Lynette Tillman ~ Philippines

Irma Clifton 5/1
Sally Relle 5/3
Brad Carter 5/4

Alishia Nichols 5/6
Bob Conway 5/9

Grace Cotterill 5/9
Ray Munson 5/9

Mike Rogers 5/17
Mitchell Stringer 5/17

Sadie Phillips 5/21
Jim Powers 5/24
Bob Moore 5/28

Rob Van Dhyke 5/31



Focus on Our Church Community
(Getting to Know One Another)

Monthly Spotlight

Shirley Bray

I was born and raised in Idaho Falls, ID.
My dad was a potato farmer. I attended church
with my mother who was very active in the Meth-
odist Church until she died when I was quite
young. After she died, my dad married a lovely
woman who was widowed with three boys. There
were seven of u children and soon we had a new
half-sister, so then we were a busy and active
family with five boys and three girls.

I met my husband, Stan, at the University
of Idaho. He graduated in 1954 and began a
three-year tour of duty as a 2nd Lt. With the Air
Force, assigned to an Aircraft Control and Warn-
ing Squadron in Colville, WA. We were married in
1956 and I joined him in Colville for the final year.
Upon Stan’s discharge from the Air Force, we
moved to Bellevue, WA and he worked for an ac-
counting firm in Seattle. We soon had three chil-
dren, two sons and a daughter (who is married
and we have two wonderful grandchildren). We
attended the Bellevue Methodist Church for 15
years. One of my church friends in Bellevue in-
vited me to go to Bible Study Fellowship and that
was where I finally understood the wonderful truth
of the grace of God and I accepted Jesus Christ
as my Lord and Savior. There is nothing so excit-
ing as studying God’s Word with new Christians.

We moved from Bellevue to Kenmore in
1975 where I eventually joined and attended the
Presbyterian Church for thirty years. About one
year ago, I felt God was urging me to search for a
new church home. He led me to KCC and I can’t
express what a wonderful experience it is to be
active in a church and to feel at home, at last! I
look forward to the Seekers Group each Sunday
morning.

Thanks and my God continue to speak
through the message, the music and the friend-
ships I have already made at Kenmore Commu-
nity Church,

Sincerely,
Shirley Bray

May Encouragement
Fear

Fear creates a form of spiritual amnesia. It
dulls our miracle memory. It makes us forget what
Jesus has done and how good God is.

And fear feels dreadful. It sucks the life out of
the soul, curls us into an embryonic state, and drains
us dry of contentment. We become abandoned barns,
rickety and tilting from the winds, a place where hu-
manity used to eat, thrive, and find warmth. No longer.
When fear shapes our lives, safety becomes our god.
When safety becomes our god, we worship the risk-
free life. Can the safety lover do anything great? Can
the risk-averse accomplish noble deeds? For God?
For others? No. The fear-filled cannot love deeply.
Love is risky. They cannot give to the poor. Benevo-
lence has no guarantee of return. The fear-filled can-
not dream wildly. What if their dreams sputter and fall
from the sky? The worship of safety emasculates
greatness. No wonder Jesus wages such a war
against fear.

His most common command emerges from the
“fear not” genre. The Gospels list some 125 Christ-
issued imperatives. Of these, 21 urge us to “not be
afraid” or “not fear” or “have courage” or “take heart”
or “be of good cheer”. The second most common
command, to love God and neighbor, appears on only
eight occasions. If quantity is any indicator, Jesus
takes our fears seriously. The one statement he made
more than any other was this: don’t be afraid.

Son don’t be afraid. You are worth much more than
many sparrows. (Matt. 10:31)

Take courage, son; your sins are forgiven. (Matt. 9:2)
I tell you not to worry about everyday life-whether you

have enough. (Matt. 6:25)
Don’t be afraid. Just believe, and your daughter will

be well. (Luke 8:50)
Take courage. I am here! (Matt. 14:27)

Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the
soul (Matt. 10:28)

Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s good
pleasure to give you the kingdom. (Luke 12:32)

Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and
trust also in me….I will come and get you, so that you

will always be with me where I am. (John 14:1,3)
Don’t be troubled or afraid. (John 14:27)

“Why are you frightened?” he asked. “Why are your
hearts filled with doubt?” (Luke 24:38)

You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it
that you are not alarmed. (Matt. 24:6)

Jesus came and touched them and said, “Arise, and
do not be afraid.” (Matt. 17:7)

Excerpt from: Fearless by Max Lucado



Phone: 425-486-7487

Fax: 425-486-9477

Email: info@kenmorechurch.org

www.kenmorechurch.org

7504 NE Bothell Way

Kenmore, WA 98028

Church Family

Church Family,

It seems every month slips by more quickly
than the previous, for I cannot believe the
April showers have brought May flowers! Oh
how tricky time is.

We have but a few announcements this
month. Most pertaining to the Children’s Min-
istry.

VBS 2012: At Sky VBS, kids will discover that
by trusting God, everything is possible. The
thrill! The joy! The freedom! As usual, we will
have it the last full week of July. Sunday, July
22nd - Thursday, July 26th 5-8 pm (just like last
year). We have a lot of spots to fill, from group

leaders to station leaders, setup to teardown, food dona-
tions to craft purchases, and everything in-between! I
will announce preparatory workdays as they approach.
I’m SO excited as this is one of my favorite times of
year! Please let me know if you’d like to help because
I’d love to include you!

Children’s Church: We could really use a few more
volunteers downstairs as our Children’s Church has ex-
panded. If you’re interested in working with the kiddos,
please let me know. They are a great bunch of fun and
the Junior High students have been doing an excellent
job as assistant teachers!

Teen dinners: I know they are easy to forget about, and
the significance probably doesn’t show, but the dinners
the Church Family provide for the High School Youth
Group speak volumes to the kids. It’s a chance for all of
us to sit together, eat as a family, and talk. And to know
it’s a gift from people, from an abundance of love for Je-
sus and these unknown teens, communicates a beauti-
ful message they don’t often hear: Jesus fills us with
love, and from that abundance we share. Furthermore,
they’re worth the effort, money, and energy. Thank you
to all who have participated. Our list is running a little
dry, so if you haven’t taken a chance to sign up, but
would like to bless the youth group with a well-rounded
meal, please talk to me or sign up in the back of the
sanctuary.

At each month’s end, I feel so blessed as I review all
you have done in the Youth & Children’s ministries. I’m
constantly amazed by the love, time, and gifts you rain
down on all of us. And so, once again, I thank all of you.
Because you are deeply impacting some young ones I
dearly love. May God bless you as richly as you have
blessed them.

Until next time,

Tia

Youth &
Children’s

News


