
The Men’s Group
is reading through Jerry
Bridges book, “The
Transforming Power of
the Gospel,” this summer
and I wanted to share
with you some of his
thoughts from the first
chapter of that book.

He writes,
“Spiritual transformation
is the process through
which we grow more and
more into the likeness of
Christ. God has predes-
tined all believers to be
conformed to the image
of His Son (see Romans
8:29). This process of
transformation into the
image of Christ begins at
our new birth (see John
3:3-5) and continues until
we die and enter into the
presence of the Lord. At
that time, according to
Hebrews 12:23, our spir-
its will be made perfect.
The transformation proc-
ess will be completed.”

Bridges writes
about how this transfor-
mation into the image of
Jesus is much more than
a change of outward con-
duct: rather, it is a deep
penetrating work of the
Holy Spirit in the very
core of our being. While
this transformation is

primarily the work of the
Holy Spirit, it very much
involves our earnest, ac-
tive pursuit as well.

The author talks
about how he made a
couple of mistakes re-
garding his own spiritual
transformation in his
younger years. The first
mistake was assuming he
could live the Christian
life by his own moral will-
power. He didn’t realize
the internal fighting that
would happen between
his flesh and the Spirit.
The internal warfare be-
tween the flesh and the
Sprit that Paul describes
in Galatians 5:17 is the
normal Christian life. Re-
gardless of how much we
grow spiritually, we will all
our lives experience con-
flict between the desires
of the flesh and the de-
sires of the Spirit. He did-
n’t realize the necessity of
relying on the Holy Spirit
to enable him to apply the
Scriptures to his life and
so he grew discouraged
about ever seeing any
significant change in his
life.

The second mis-
take he made was to em-
brace a passive approach
to spiritual transformation.

He decided to just sit
back, trust Jesus, do
nothing, and wait for the
transformation to take
place. But still he got dis-
couraged because he
continued to battle the
same old sins of the
heart.

These two mis-
takes led him to a biblical
approach to spiritual
transformation which he
calls “dependent respon-
sibility.” “All the moral
commands and exhorta-
tions of Scripture assume
our responsibility. We
cannot ‘just let Jesus live
His life through me.’ No,
we are responsible. At
the same time, we are
dependent on the Holy
Spirit to both do His own
work and enable us
through His power to do
the work we must do.”

I found these
thoughts challenging and
encouraging when it
comes to my own spiritual
transformation. I hope
you do to. Let’s continue
to cooperate with the
Holy Spirit as He works in
us to shape us into the
image of Christ.

Your Shepherd,
Pastor Mark
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A Note From the Pastor



Prayer Meetings: Sunday mornings at 9 am & Monday
evenings starting with a dinner at 6 pm and prayer from 7-
8:30 pm.

The Men’s Group is meeting for Bible study, prayer, and fel-
lowship on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday nights of each month at
7:00 pm in the Library at the church. Will be studying: “The
Transforming Power of the Gospel,” by Jerry Bridges. The
cost of the book is $13.

Women’s Bible Study A new DVD series “Moving From
Fear To Freedom” Tuesday evenings at 7 pm in the Library
and will go through August 14th (no meeting July 3rd or
24th). For more information please contact Sheryl Madden.

Our Growth Groups: “Seekers Group” and the Wednesday
Night Growth Group will not be meeting again until Fall. The
Thursday night Bible study at the home of Don and Kim
Strange at 7 pm will be continuing.

Career Workshop: Saturday, July 7th 9 to Noon in the Fel-
lowship Hall. Please note on your communication card if
you wish to participate.

Vacation Bible School will be held July 22nd - 26th from 5
pm to 8 pm. We need people to help with crafts, food, mu-
sic, games, the Bible lessons, and to serve as crew leaders.
If you are willing to help with VBS this year, please speak
with Tia. We will be having a BBQ for the students and their
families on Thurs. July 26th and the church family is invited
to participate as well.

Education First Educational Homestays is looking for
families who would be willing to open their home this sum-
mer to an international student for 2-4 weeks from July 6th
to August 1st. They have students coming from Spain and
China. If you would like more info. contact Mike Luzano
(440-212-0238) or Jisu Pang (914-844-6631).

Upcoming Events:

Quarterly Church Business Meeting July 29th at Noon.
Men’s Group attends Mariner’s Game July 31st 6 pm

PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES:

Gordy & Tabita Beck ~ Austria
Kelly & Cherie Green ~ Colombia

Becky Osell ~ Ethiopia
Scott & Ruth Millar ~ Argentina

Steve & Barbara Wilkinson ~ Philippines
Andy & Lynette Tillman ~ Philippines

Zach Slaton 7/7 Brad Blakesley 7/22
Artie Tolentino 7/7 Bryce Madden 7/27
Vicki Chester 7/9 Dina Pan 7/27
Ward Johnson 7/12 Mariellen Rau 7/29
Cathy Tolentino 7/13 Clarissa Slaton 7/29
Kim Van Dhyke 7/13 Paul Lindlow 7/30
Kevin Williams 7/20

Markus & Stella
Jaeger

7/1

Jeff & Merrie
Christopherson

7/3

Bob & Claudia
Moore

7/8

Zach & Erin
Slaton
7/17

UPCOMING MESSAGES

July 1, 2012
Andy Tillman
Missionary to the Philippines
Guest Speaker

July 8, 2012
“Esther: God Has A Place For You”
Esther 4:12-16

July 15, 2012
“Running For Gold: Qualifying”
Matthew 7:13-14, John 3:1-8

July 22, 2012
“Running For Gold: Training”
1 Timothy 4:7, 1 Corinthians 9:24-27

July 29, 2012
“Running For Gold: Overcoming Obstacles”
Hebrews 12:1-2, 1 John 2:15-17



Focus on Our Church Community
(Getting to Know One Another)

July Spotlight

Cathy Tolentino

I am Catherine Tolentino, aka,
"Cathy". I have been the Coordina-
tor for Inside Ministry at KCC for the
past two years. I was born in East
Los Angeles, California and then
moved to a rural county town called
Acton, California. I went to High
School at Palmdale High School
where I sang in choir. In my senior
year, I was in the Soloist Choir. Af-
ter High School, I joined Desert Op-
era Theatre where I met my hus-
band, Artie.

Thirteen months later, we got
married. That was in 1984. Nine
and a half years later, Kimberlee
was born and three and a half
years later came Matthew. We
moved to Washington about eight
years ago and started attended
Kenmore Community Church about
7 years ago.

I can’t ever remember not
believing in God, Jesus and the
Holy Ghost. My mother would help
my brother and I with prayers at
night time. My spiritual walk has
deepen with the help from Pastor
Mark and his sermons. I truly feel
that I am loved and cared for by the
church.

Catherine A. Tolentino

Verse of the Month

But you are a chosen people, a
royal priesthood, a holy nation,
a people belonging to God, that
you may declare the praises of

him who called your out of
darkness into his wonderful light.

1 Peter 2:9

July Encouragement

Seven I AM Statements of Jesus

I AM the Bread of Life

I AM the Light of the World

I AM the Door/Gate

I AM the Good Shepherd

I AM the Resurrection and the
Life

I AM the Way, the Truth, and the
Life

I AM the True Vine
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Church Family

Church Family,

As most of you know by now, Tia will
be concluding her ministry with us on Sunday,
August 5th. We plan to honor her on that day
and express our appreciation to her for the
years she has served as our minister to chil-
dren and youth. Please keep Tia in your
prayers as she pursues God’s leading in her
life. Also, pray for the elders and I as we seek
her replacement and our youth as we go
through this transition process. We are going
to need a number of people to step up and
help with the children’s ministry in Tia’s
absence. If you would be willing to help with
the nursery or the children’s church please let
me know.

Youth &
Children’s

News

In the meantime, Tia is busy working to
make our VBS July 22-26 the best ever. We still
need help in a number of areas: getting the decora-
tions from another church on Friday July 20, deco-
rating our church on Saturday July 21 at 5:30 pm,
10 crew leaders to oversee a group of children and
lead them from station to station during the week of
VBS, food donations for the meals each night, and
help cleaning up after VBS on Thursday night July
26th. If you would be willing to help in any of these
areas please let Tia know.

Thanks,
Pastor Mark


