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A Note From the Pastor

It’s hard to believe that summer is almost over and the kids are headed back
to school. Where did the time go? Mary Beth and I have returned from a couple of
weeks of vacation and are grateful for the time the church allows us to be away to be
refreshed and recharge our batteries.

With fall comes the restart of many of the churches ministries. Our Growth
Groups start up the week of September 9th. The Sunday Morning Seekers class will
resume on that day at 9:10 am. The Wednesday Night Growth Group will resume on
Wednesday, September 12th at 7 pm in the Fellowship Hall. We also have a Bible
Study on Thursday nights at the home of Don and Kim Strange. It meets at 7 pm. If
you are not yet part of one of our small group Bible Studies I encourage you to make
that a priority this school year. The groups meet for Bible Study, prayer, fellowship,
mutual support and encouragement, and outreach. Our children’s ministries are
always in need of extra volunteers. If you would be interested in helping out in the
nursery or with Children’s Church, please note it on your communication card.

This fall I will be preaching a series of messages from the book of Judges.
This book of the Bible is often overlooked but I believe there are some valuable spiri-
tual lessons that we can learn from it. The issues that the people of God dealt with
in the book of Judges are very similar to the issues we are facing today. How do you
survive the cultural “tsunami” that threatens to sweep away all the signs of Biblical
Christianity? Christians today face incredible challenges to live a lifestyle that hon-
ors God. Surrounded by a culture that defines morality by “whatever works for me,”
you may sometimes believe your best strategy is to retreat, or even surrender. But
retreating, surrendering, or merely surviving the forces that attack your faith are not
options when you have been called to carry the values of Christ’s kingdom into the
world.

Author Gary Inrig describes the book of Judges in this way, “Few periods of
history are so much like our own as the time of the Judges- at one moment scaling
the peaks of glory and at the next plunging headlong into the swamp of sin…The
book of Judges is filled with people very much like us- people with God-given poten-
tial for greatness and unfailing capacity for catastrophe.”

One of the major themes of the book of Judges is the idea that people did
what was right in their own mind. They often compromised their faith and refused to
live in obedience to God’s values and standards. The triumphs and tragedies of
people like Deborah, Gideon, and Samson can teach us the principles that will en-
able us to live a powerful, productive life in the midst of a society that is increasingly
hostile to loyal followers of Jesus Christ.

I encourage you to begin reading through the book of Judges and invite your
family, friends, and neighbors to worship with you at KCC on Sunday mornings.

Your Shepherd,
Pastor Mark



Usher/Greeter Coordinators: John & Anne Schukar will
be having a quick meeting right after the church service;
September 9th downstairs in the Fellowship Hall. This is
for all who are currently serving as an usher and/or a
greeter and for anyone who would like to be involved in
this ministry. Please let John or Anne know if you will be
unable to attend.

Prayer Meetings: Sunday mornings at 9 am will change
to 8 am on 9/9 & the Monday evening prayer has changed
to Wednesdays starting with lunch at Noon and prayer at
1 pm.

The Men’s Group is meeting for Bible study, prayer, and
fellowship on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday nights of each
month at 7:00 pm in the Library at the church.

Women’s Bible Studies: The Tuesday evening WBS will
continue to meet at 7 pm. The WBS on Wednesdays will
resume on 9/12 at 9 am.

Ladies Lunch Bunch: There will be a time of fun & fel-
lowship for all ladies. Sunday, September 30th at Noon in
the Fellowship Hall. This is a bring your own sack-lunch
venue, please come and join in.

Our Growth Groups: The “Seekers Group” will resume on
September 9th at 9:10 am and the Wednesday Night
Growth Group will resume on September 12th at 7:00 pm.
The Thursday night Bible study at the home of Don and
Kim Strange meets at 7 pm. Sign up on your Communi-
cation Card to be part of one of our Growth Groups.

Bothell Annual Senior Citizens Day—Tuesday, Septem-
ber 11th 10 am to 2 pm. If you are interested in joining the
group from KCC, please note on the sign-up sheet in the
back.

We have a Benevolent Fund at the church which we use
to help needy people in our church and community. The
fund depends on donations from the congregation which
are over and above regular tithes and offerings. If you
would like to make a donation to the Benevolent Fund,
please specify it in the “other” box of your giving envelope.

We have need for a few more people to be part of the
teaching rotation for Children’s Church. If you are inter-
ested in helping, please note it on your Communication
Card or speak with Karen Mamula or Pastor Mark.

Upcoming Events:
Back to Church BBQ - September 16th 12 pm
Men’s Retreat October 26 & 27 - Camp Gilead $60

PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES:

Gordy & Tabita Beck ~ Austria
Kelly & Cherie Green ~ Colombia

Becky Osell ~ Ethiopia
Scott & Ruth Millar ~ Argentina

Steve & Barbara Wilkinson ~ Philippines
Andy & Lynette Tillman ~ Philippines

Colleen Okeson 9/2
Janice Owyen 9/15
Aaron Mamula 9/17
Kelsey Wilson 9/18
Maribeth Williams 9/19
Stacy Brooks 9/20
Tina Hult 9/25
Duane Okeson 9/25
Mary Beth Rogers 9/27
Lee Williams 9/30

UPCOMING MESSAGES

September 2, 2012
Noah: One Person Can Make A Difference
Genesis 6:5-8; Hebrews 11:7

September 9, 2012
The Consequences of Compromise
Judges 1:1-2:5

September 16, 2012
Training the Next Generation
Judges 2:6-3:6

September 23, 2012
God Has A Place For You
Judges 3:7-31

September 30, 2012
Marriage and Sexuality
Genesis 2:24-25; Romans 1:18-32

Duane & Colleen Okeson 9/12
LeRoy & Grace Cotterill 9/25



Focus on Our Church Community
(Getting to Know One Another)

Monthly Spotlight

Craig & Jenn Pelissero

Both Craig and Jenn grew up in strong faith-
based households. Craig is the oldest of 3 children
(2 younger sisters), and Jenn is the oldest of 6 chil-
dren (3 brothers, 2 sisters). During Craig’s younger
years he traveled around the country as an “Army
Brat”, but his family ended up settling in Winona,
Minnesota. Jenn was born and raised in London-
derry, New Hampshire, where she resided until age
14. Upon the tragedy of her father falling 3 ½ sto-
ries, and acquiring a closed-brain-injury from the ac-
cident, her family relocated to Florida, where Jenn
finished out her 4 years of high school. Craig fin-
ished up his first year of college in Winona, and
then decided he needed a change of scenery. He
had an Uncle who lived in Florida, and what was
supposed to be a brief vacation, turned into a per-
manent relocation for Craig. He received a manage-
ment position working for Kodak, and purchased his
first home in Englewood, Florida. As Craig’s man-
agement career grew, he ended up transitioning to
a management position for Target. This position al-
lowed him to relocate to a store in Sarasota, Florida
where a particular young lady was also working.

Both in their red and khaki work uniforms, it
was love at first sight for Craig and Jenn. They had
their first date on September 6th, 2004, and got mar-
ried 4 years later on that exact date September 6th,
2008. What seemed like a moment later, they found
out they were expecting their first daughter, Victoria
Elizabeth. Victoria was born July 30, 2009. Craig
and Jenn loved being parents so much, they de-
cided one wasn’t enough, and soon Eleanor Rose
was born into their family on May 10, 2011.

Although their lives were very blessed, min-
istry was the farthest career choice from their
minds. Craig was in the process of getting his de-
gree in Sales and Marketing, and Jenn’s major was
Business Management. In fact, Jenn’s dream was
to pursue a career as a lawyer, and was accepted
to a school in Boston, Mass. to start her law degree
in the fall of 2011. This plan fell through, and it was
time to get back to the drawing board. After 6
months of soul searching, frustration, and unan-
swered questions, God came forth and revealed His
marvelous plan.

Craig and Jenn were sitting in church on
Sunday, just like they did every week, but this time
the message was different.

Continued on page 4

Verse of the Month
.

Lord, I have heard of
your fame;

I stand in awe of your deeds,
O Lord.

Renew them in our day,
in our time make them known;

in wrath remember mercy.

Habakkuk 3:2

September Encouragement

The Role of Faith
All self-efforts to overcome sin are utterly futile
and unscriptural. Believers are said to have
“purified their hearts by faith” (Acts 15:9). Acts
16:18 affirms that saints are sanctified by faith
in Christ. Romans 9:31-32 affirms that the
Jews did not attain righteousness “because
they pursued it not by faith but as if it were by
works.” The biblical doctrine is that Christ
saves His people from sin through faith; that
Christ’s Spirit is received by faith to dwell in
the heart. It is faith that works by love. Love is
wrought and sustained by faith. By faith be-
lievers overcome the world, the flesh, and the
devil; quench the fiery darts of the enemy; and
keep the flesh and carnal desires subdued.

By faith we fight the good fight,
not by resolution.

It is simply by faith that we receive the Spirit of
Christ to work in us to will and to do God’s
good pleasure. He sheds abroad His own love
in our hearts, and thereby enkindles ours.

Only the life and energy of the Spirit of
Christ within us can save us from sin, and

TRUST is the universal condition of its
working within us.

One of the hardest lessons for the human heart
is to renounce self-dependence and trust
wholly in Christ.

Charles Finney 1792-1875 Known for Revivals
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Church Family

The Youth Group
Experience:

Youth group is a place that junior high and high school stu-
dents can call their own. We are a community of young peo-
ple taking a journey in life together towards a closer relation-
ship with God. Every week at youth group we build and
strengthen our relationship through prayer, Christian music
videos, and demonstrations inspired by the Bible. The mes-
sages delivered through the demonstrations are fun, challeng-
ing, and relevant to what the youth is experiencing in their
lives. Please come join us and bring a friend! It just may
change your life for eternity!!!

In Case You Missed It (Demonstration Recap):
Week 1: Serve
We discussed serving one another, as well as, accepting the
service of others.... and our feet are cleaner because of it.
Everyone had their feet washed and was prayed for, just like
in the time of Jesus. The challenge was to acknowledge the
"God Moments" placed on our path everyday and make the
choice to take action. The Bible verses covered were: John
13:1-17 & Galatians 5:13-14.

Week 2: Out of this World
"What happens to the things OF this world??? THEY GET
BLENDED." We learned how to, “live IN the world, but not OF
the world.” The youth witnessed what happens to various
things they indulge in when they were put into a blender be-
fore their eyes. The most popular item blended was a McDon-
ald’s Big Mac topped with the “devils secret sauce.” The se-
cret sauce represented the thing that takes them away from
God. We met a fish the group named Amos Obadiah, who
made the decision to get out of the dangerous blender he was
swimming in and get into the fishbowl of the Lord. He (the fish)
left the things OF this world behind and is happier because
God has filled his worldly voids with His plan and unfailing
love. The challenge was to figure out what the devils "secret
sauce" in your life is, eliminate it, and GET OUT OF THE
BLENDER!!! The Bible verses covered were: 1John 2:15-17,
Psalm 146:3, Amos 6:5-7, Romans 6:16, Romans 6:17-18,
1Corinthians 10:13, Deuteronomy 30:20, Luke 9:62, 1Thessa-
lonians 4:7-8, Deuteronomy 5:33, Romans 8:31, Proverbs
16:1-3, Philippians 4:13, Luke 9:23-25, Micah 6:8, Luke 11:28,
Romans 12:1-2, and Psalm 91:1-16

Week 3: Fountain of Faith
“Who are you living your faith through?” was the question of
the day. Many people fail in making a change in their life be-
cause they live their faith through the people around them. As
Christians we are to support one another, but our faith must be
lived through our relationship with Jesus. Jesus is the only
one strong enough to take our burdens from us, so we can be
set free from them forever and not return to our old ways. The
demonstration began by bringing the group to the sink and
turning on the faucet. The water flowing out represented the
continuous strength Jesus could be pouring into them non-
stop.

This illustrated what a relationship with Jesus can do for their
lives. It is only by our own actions of turning off the water that
He is prevented from helping us. The challenge was to double-
check who we are living our faith through every morning as we
look in the mirror and turn the faucet on. The Bible verses cov-
ered were: Isaiah 58:11, Romans 3:10, Jeremiah 17:5, Romans
3:22-23, Ephesians 2:8, Matthew 28:20, Joshua 24:15

Youth Group in Action:
The youth group is off to a great start! We have learned a lot
about each other in a short period of time. The group is work-
ing together to come up with some ways to take action and
have a positive impact on the community, as well as, the sur-
rounding areas. The youth have brought many great ideas to
me. Their enthusiasm for wanting to help others is inspiring!
Our first opportunity to take action together will be with Beautify
Kenmore, on Saturday, September 22. We will be beautify-
ing Rhododendron Park by picking up litter, raking debris, pull-
ing weeds, and mulching. If you would like to join us or learn
more about this event; please contact me (Craig Pelissero) or
visit http://www.kenmorewa.gov online and “click” special
events.

Youth &
Children’s

News

Pelissero—continued from page 3

Their Pastor was speaking on “forks” in the road of
life, and his challenge to the congregation was to reflect on
whether or not they had been bringing Jesus along with
them on “Their own roads”, or if they were on the road
“Jesus wanted them to be on”. This sermon made Craig
and Jenn realize that all their decisions in life had been
about what they had wanted to do, not necessarily what
God had wanted them to do. They dedicated their lives,
every part of their lives, to God that very day, and made
the important decision to let go of the “steering wheel of
their lives”, and let God take control. This major moment is
what led them to start looking into Masters programs within
the field of Ministry. This search brought them to North-
west University’s website, whereupon they put their appli-
cations in, and were accepted a few short weeks later.
Within a month their house was packed, and they were
headed west!

No sooner than the boxes were unpacked, Craig
and Jenn started to pursue positions in Ministry. After re-
searching the Eagle website, they came across a Youth
Minister position at Kenmore Community Church. God’s
blessing was upon this whole journey and there is no
doubt in their minds that Christ’s unfailing love, grace, and
mercy upon their lives is the only reason they have made it
this far. They are very grateful for all the individuals God
has placed along their path to make this vision a reality,
and they are looking forward to all the exciting plans God
has in store for them!
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