
How Can I Become A Christian?

1. Admit that God is not first in your life and ask Him to
forgive your sins. (I John 1:9)

2. Believe that Jesus died to pay for your sins and that
He rose again on Easter and is alive today.
(Romans 10:9)

3. Accept God’s free gift of salvation. Don’t try to earn
it. (Ephesians 2:8,9)

4. Through prayer, invite Jesus Christ to come into your
life and be the director (Lord) of your life.
(John 1:12~13)

What to pray:

Dear Lord Jesus,
I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness.
I believe that You died for my sins. Please come into
my life and make me a new person. From now on I
want You to be the director of my life. Amen.

How Can I Become A Member of
Kenmore Community Church?

1. Receive Jesus as your Lord and Savior.
2. Be baptized by immersion if you have not been

already.
3. Attend the class “Discovering Church Membership”

which is offered periodically throughout the year.
4. Indicate your interest in joining the church on the

Communication Card or by calling the church office
at 425-486-7487.

ABIMELECH: GRASPING FOR POWER
Judges 9

Main Thought: If you want to crash and burn in life, follow
the negative example of Abimelech in Judges 9 by giving
into your sinful nature and refusing to surrender to the
Lordship of Christ.

1. DEVELOP A FIXATION ON WHAT YOU WANT (vv 1-2)

2. DEPEND ON SELF-PROMOTION (vv 3-4)

3. SUCCEED AT ANY COST (vv 5-6)

4. IGNORE THE CONSEQUENCES (vv 7-21)

5. FIGHT TO STAY IN CONTROL (vv 22-49)

6. REFUSE TO REPENT (vv 50-56)



ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR GROWTH GROUPS

1. What insight from this week’s message did you find to be
most helpful, eye opening, or troubling? Explain.

2. Read Judges 9:1-6

1) Who was Abimelech’s father? Who was his
mother? (see 8:29-32) What’s the difference between a wife
and a concubine? How might such an upbringing affect
Abimelech?

2) The name Abimelech means “My Father is King,”
What additional insight might this give us about him?

3) How did Abimelech rise to power in Shechem?
How is this different from the other judges we have studied?

3. Read Judges 9:7-21. Who is Jotham? What parable
does he tell? What is the point of the parable?

4. Read Judges 9:22-49.

1) Why did the relationship between Abimelech and
Shechem begin to unravel? How did it unravel? How is this
a fulfillment of Jotham’s parable?

2) What does all this hot pursuit and indiscriminate
violence tell you about Abimelech’s mental state at this time?

5. Read Judges 9:50-57. How does Abimelech’s life come
to an end? What would be the big deal in being killed by a
woman? Why would taking his own life (or being assisted in
doing so) be a preferable fate (see 1 Sam. 31:4; 2 Sam.
11:21)?

6. In contrast to Gideon, how is Abimelech the antithesis of
what God appointed the judges to be? What did the two
stand for? What did they each oppose? What was the
resulting effect on the people?

7. In what ways are we like Abimelech? In what ways are
we different?

8. What do you learn about the character and nature of God
from this passage?


