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A Note From the Pastor

Is Christmas really “good news”? In Luke 2:10-11 an angel spoke to
the shepherds and said, “I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all
the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is
Christ the Lord.” Good news usually has a positive effect on people but
watching the news about black Friday last week and seeing all the pushing,
shoving, and greed, all in the name of Christmas made me think twice.

Whether Christmas is good news or not really depends on your focus.
If all you focus on is the material and social aspects of Christmas it is proba-
bly bad news to you. It means hassles, headaches, long lines, impatient peo-
ple, debt, feelings of loneliness, putting up with family members who stretch
your patience, pressure to find just the right gifts, rushing to get your Christ-
mas cards out on time and feeling guilty if you don’t, disappointment if you
don’t get the things you want, missing loved ones who have passed away,
and a whole lot of other stresses too numerous to mention.

On the other hand, if you focus on the spiritual aspect of Christmas, it
is good news. The message of the angel on that first Christmas night was of
a savior who was born, he is Christ the Lord. Christ is a title reserved for
God’s promised Messiah. This Christ is none other than God himself in
human form. The Bible tells us that he came to save us from our sins. By
dying on the cross in our place, Jesus paid the penalty for our sin and made it
possible for us to enjoy abundant life now and eternal life hereafter. That
really is good news!

This advent season, I am going to suggest that we participate in an
“Advent Conspiracy” by conspiring against our cultural tendency to worship
consumerism and instead turn our hearts toward Christ. We can do this by
worshipping Christ more fully, spending less, giving more, and celebrating
God’s great act of love in sending Jesus to us. I will be developing these
themes in my sermons during the month of December. Let’s focus on the
spiritual aspect of Christmas these next four weeks and celebrate the “good
news.”

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
Pastor Mark



Prayer Meetings: Sunday mornings at 8 am & Wednes-
days starting with lunch at Noon and prayer at 1 pm.

The Men’s Group is meeting for Bible study, prayer, and
fellowship on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday nights of each
month at 7:00 pm in the library at the church. Our next
meeting is Tuesday, December 4th.

Women’s Bible Study: Wednesdays at 9 am in the
church library.

Moms on Mondays meets on the 2nd and 4th Monday
nights of each month from 7 pm to 8 pm in the Fellowship
Hall. All moms are invited to attend regardless of the ages
of your children. Childcare is provided for young children
and a study room is available for older children.
Next meeting: December 10th.

Church Directories Available on the back table.

New quarter “Our Daily Bread” is available in back under
bulletin board.

Rogers’ Open House: December 2nd from 1 pm - 4:30
pm. Church attendees are invited to the Rogers Annual
Open House. Please drop by during the above hours and
enjoy holiday refreshments and good fellowship.

Church Progressive Dinner: Saturday, December 15th at
5 pm. All will meet at the church at 5 pm then carpool to
three homes. There will be a sign up sheet and more in-
formation coming soon.

Seattle Union Gospel Mission-Hope Place has a wish
list for 2012. The list is posted in the Narthex and the Bul-
letin Board. If you wish to donate, please contact Carol
Lindlow.

Christmas Program: Sunday, December 16th at 5:30 pm.
Come join us for an evening of Christmas Music: Choir
and Children’s Choir, History of Carols and refreshments
after. If you can donate Christmas goodies for fellowship
after, please note on communication card.

Contributions are needed for our Benevolence Fund to
help people in need from our congregation and commu-
nity. If you would like to make a contribution to his fund,
please mark your giving envelope accordingly.

Christmas Eve Service: Monday, December 24th 6 pm

PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES:

Gordy & Tabita Beck ~ Austria
Kelly & Cherie Green ~ Colombia

Becky Osell ~ Ethiopia
Scott & Ruth Millar ~ Argentina

Steve & Barbara Wilkinson ~ Philippines
Andy & Lynette Tillman ~ Philippines

Barbara LeDoux 12/4
Karen Meissner 12/4

Abraham Medina 12/5
Aston Kellogg 12/8
Debbie Bayer 12/10
John Schukar 12/10
Gordy Beck 12/11

Saulo Tanahuvia 12/12
Kitty Murphy 12/14

Claudia Moore 12/15
Shawn Brown 12/25
Lilian Watts 12/25

Aleta Hursch 12/26

UPCOMING MESSAGES

December 2
Advent Conspiracy: Worship Fully
Matthew 1 & 2, Luke 1 & 2

December 9
Advent Conspiracy: Spend Less
1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19

December 16
Advent Conspiracy: Give More
John 1:14; Matthew 2:1-12

December 23
Celebrate God’s Gift of Love
John 1:1-14; 3:16

December 30
Craig Pelissero

Artie & Cathy Tolentino 12/1

Pastor Mark & Mary Beth Rogers 12/5



Focus on Our Church Community
(Getting to Know One Another)

Monthly Spotlight

Mary Knauf

I was born in Yakima. My older sister, Cathy was ex-
cited to have a new baby sister! In June the following
year my younger sister, Jodie was born. I loved
growing up in Yakima because we were close to my
paternal grandmother, aunt and uncle. Grandma
never had much money but she loved my sister and
me more than anything else. I always remember her
saying “I wouldn’t trade you girls for a million dollars!”
She was also a very devout Christian and spent
many hours praying for us. I believe my salvation is
thanks in part to those prayers.
When I was in first grade, my mom decided she
missed her family who lived in Southern California so
much that she wanted the family to move there. So
we backed our bags and moved just as our Christ-
mas school vacation began. I remember being so
disappointed that first Christmas there. Who writes
song about dreaming of a sunny Christmas? It was
nice to be nearer to my mom’s parents, who also
loved us dearly but were not as vocal about that love.
The only consolation was that we would spend our
summers in Yakima since mom and dad both
worked. (This was not a common situation in the 50’s
and 60’s). During those summers, Grandma and my
aunt would bring us to the local Baptist church.
While I was in the 7th grade, Dad decided it was time
for us to move back to WA to be near his family. He
had gotten a job at Boeing. But because my parents
weren’t sure what part of Seattle they would be living
in, my sisters and I again stayed in Yakima. We
loved taking the train to Seattle on the weekends to
be with mom and dad. Again I would see Grandma
praying for us all the time. She even had a man
come to her home on Wed. evening to teach us Bible
stories. At the end of the 1st semester of 8th grade,
mom and dad decided it would better if we moved to
Seattle to be with them.
1974 was a crazy year for me. My beloved grandma
died in early March, and I turned 21 later that month.
I married my first husband in early April and in May
my dad died. My mom died in December 1979 and
my marriage ended early the following year. I was
blessed in that marriage with 2 wonderful sons. As a
single mom, I made my living working nights as a
bartender. So in 1983 when a Sunday School bus
driver came to my apt. asking if my sons would like
to go to Sunday School, I thought that would be a
great way for me to catch some extra sleep on Sun-
days. After a few months of sending them off, I
thought maybe I should see what kind of church I
was sending them to. Continued next page

Verse of the Month

For as the soil makes the sprout
come up and a garden causes

seeds to grow, so the Sovereign
Lord will make righteousness
and praise spring up before all

nations.

Jeremiah 61:11

December Encouragement

God leads His dear children along differ-
ent pathways. But He asks the same brand of
commitment of all of them. Everybody who
wants to follow Him has to:

Give up self
Take up the cross

Follow

This means trying every day to do what
He says to do and not to do what He says not to
do.

There are things to be aimed at and
things to be shunned. We may not like the “dos
and don’ts” but they are in the Bible. Paul had
many very practical instructions for the young
man Timothy. He told him to have nothing to do
with foolish and ignorant speculations, to avoid
empty chatter, turn from the wayward impulses
of youth and pursue justice, integrity, love, and
peace with all who invoke the Lord in singleness
of mind. Repeatedly he urges him to keep out of
useless argument and to be himself a living dem-
onstration of what he preaches. This is good
teaching for us today. Those who prefer argu-
ment to obedience we must leave alone. “for the
time will come when they will not stand whole-
some teaching, but will follow their own fancy
and gather a crowd of teachers to tickle their
ears. They will stop their ears to the truth…. But
you yourself must keep calm and sane at all
times; face hardship, work to spread the Gospel,
and do all the duties of your calling.”

Elisabeth Elliot
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Church FamilyCraig Pelissero

Youth Minister

In November,
the Youth Group par-
ticipated in the Church
Clean Up Day, Com-
munity Thanksgiving Dinner, and Christmas deco-
rating. The youth enjoyed participating in cleaning
up their home church. They felt a great sense of
accomplishment and pride at the end of the day and
had fun working along side people they know!

The Youth Group did a great job marketing
the Community Thanksgiving Dinner. You may
have seen them running up and down the sidewalks
hanging flyers at the bus stops or dropping off invi-
tations for the dinner at every doorstep of Cedar
Park Apartments. On the day of the Thanksgiving
event some of the youth assisted with set up, serv-
ing, and conversing with those who came to enjoy
the meal.

The Youth Group also helped with decorating
the church for Christmas. They really liked having
the opportunity to put together trees, string lights,
and hang ornaments. All of them are looking for-
ward to the Christmas season!

Throughout the month of December the
Youth Group will be studying the Book of Matthew.
During this time they will be focusing on who Jesus
is and building a strong foundation of Truth. The
group will be setting aside time to read one chapter
per day and journaling the things God reveals to
them during their special time dedicated to seeking
after Him.

Youth &
Children’s
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Continued page 3 The first service I attended at Open
Door Baptist Church, I know the pastor was talking directly
to me. I accepted Jesus that first Sunday.
I remarried in 1984 and quit attending church shortly
afterwards. I felt ‘disconnected’ from God and a few years
later became a member of a very small Southern Baptist
church in Lynnwood. I was a member there for about 12
years and was active in the Children’s Ministry there until
there was an ugly church split. I visited several churches
over the next couple of years but none ‘fit’. I had driven by
Kenmore for years and had wondered about it. The first
Sunday I was here, it felt like home. I have been coming
here for a couple of years now and it feels more like home
all the time!
In March, God willing, my husband and I will be celebrating
our 29th wedding anniversary. Between us, we have 4 chil-
dren, 4 grandchildren and one great grandson! God has
been so good to us!


