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A Note From the Pastor

As we approach a new year, I along with most of you do so with a heavy heart, a
heart that is breaking for our world. The headlines continue to be filled with stories
of war, famine, natural disasters, murders, robberies, all kinds of suffering and mass
shootings. Certainly the killing of 26 innocent people, most of whom were children,
in Newtown, CT last month touched us all and continues to give us heavy hearts.
The news if filled with horror. There is no other way to say it. The horror of a broken
world where evil is real. If you are like me you are probably asking what can we do
as Christians? How should we respond?

I read an article on the internet the other day by Ed Stetzer where he answered
that question with three simply thoughts.

One, we can pray. Pray for hurting families and broken communities that have
had their children ripped from them. Pray for churches to minister to the hurting. Pray
for people not to lose heart. And, yes, pray for Jesus to come back and set this bro-
ken world right. We need Jesus to return and set this world right — we eagerly wait
in hope for the return of our Savior. We believe that right now our broken world re-
bels against its rightful King — and evil people do evil things. The innocent suffer.
People are hurt and people hurt each other. People kill and are killed. The world is
broken and needs its Maker to fix it. So we Christians pray as Jesus taught us: "Your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven." So we pray for the
hurting now and for Jesus to come back and end all the hurt — to dry every eye.

Second, don’t be afraid to say the world is terribly broken. This brokenness is all
around us. Evil is real — bad people are doing horrible things. The world really is
broken. We’re talking about the "world" comprised of the people, structures and sys-
tems that make up society — the moral patterns, beliefs and behaviors that result in
things like unfair business practices,
racism, extreme poverty, dishonest government, dirty politics, family breakdown,
cheating, stealing, oppression of the weak and so many other distressors and defil-
ers...It stinks. It's bad. It's not right. It's broken. And in homes and hospitals every
day of the week, at courthouses and gravesides everywhere in the world, people of
all spiritual makes and models suffer from it — from a world that toils along in hope-
less disrepair. The brokenness of the world is on full display this day. Don't be
afraid to talk about it. All the silly "positive thinking religion" collapses on days like
this. This world is broken, and only God has the ultimate fix.

Third, do something. Yes, hug your kids, but find a way to serve others and be an
agent of the Kingdom of God — an ambassador of Jesus in a world that does not fol-
low Him or His ways. Respond to this evil by doing good. Join Jesus on His mission.
Don't just watch the television news. Do something to change the broken world —
show and share the love of Jesus. Again. More. The hurting world needs God's
people living as those who care, because we do care. We can't fix everything, but
we can do something.

Let's grieve with and pray for the hurting. Let's call the world what it is — bro-
ken. Then let's recommit ourselves to living for Jesus and others in a broken world.

Your Shepherd, Pastor Mark



Prayer Meetings: Sunday mornings at 9 am & Wednes-
days starting with lunch at Noon and prayer at 1 pm.

The Men’s Group is meeting for Bible study, prayer, and
fellowship on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday nights of each
month at 7:00 pm in the library at the church. Our next
meeting is Tuesday, January 15th.

The Women’s Bible Study will resume on Wednesday
morning January 9th at 9 am in the church library to
continue our study of the women in the Bible.

Moms on Mondays meets on the 2nd and 4th Monday
nights of each month from 7 pm to 8 pm in the Fellowship
Hall. All moms are invited to attend regardless of the ages
of your children. Childcare is provided for young children
and a study room is available for older children. The next
meeting is January 14th.

Our Growth Groups will resume the week of January 6th.
The Seekers Growth Group will resume Sunday, January
6, 2013 at 9:10 am in the Fellowship Hall. The Wednes-
day Night Growth Group will resume on Wednesday,
January 9, 2013 at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Pastor
Mark is beginning a new sermon series from the Book of
Ephesians and these groups will be using the study
questions included in the bulletin each week.

Contributions are needed for our Benevolence Fund to
help people in need from our congregation and commu-
nity. If you would like to make a contribution to this fund,
please mark your giving envelope accordingly.

Pastor Mark will be leading a Church Membership Class
on Sunday, January 13th from 12 pm to 3 pm. Lunch will
be served. If you are interested in participating, please
note it on your Communication Card.

Our Annual Church Business Meeting and Luncheon
will take place on January 27th at Noon. All members and
regular attendees are encouraged to attend. We will be
celebrating God’s faithfulness this past year and sharing
some plans for next year.

If you have a favorite Hymn or Contemporary Christian
Song you would like the worship team to sing some Sun-
day, please note the title on your communication card.

Carol Lindlow wishes to give a big thank you to all who
gave gifts and gift cards to the women and children at
Hope Place.

PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES:

Gordy & Tabita Beck ~ Austria
Kelly & Cherie Green ~ Colombia

Becky Osell ~ Ethiopia
Scott & Ruth Millar ~ Argentina

Steve & Barbara Wilkinson ~ Philippines
Andy & Lynette Tillman ~ Philippines

Susan Johnson 1/3
Ellen Wilson 1/4
Jaxon Brown 1/9

Jonathan Pan 1/10
Marliee Messing 1/10
Judy Lykins 1/12
Shirley Bray 1/15
Jeannette Martin 1/17
Kyra Slaton 1/19
Noelle Tanahuvia 1/20
September Perez 1/21
Annemarie Tanahuvia 1/24

UPCOMING MESSAGES

January 6, 2013
We Are Rich
Ephesians 1:1-14

January 13, 2013
Prayer: The Key To Unlocking Our Riches
Ephesians 1:15-23; 3:14-21

January 20, 2013
Alive in Christ
Ephesians 2:1-10

January 27, 2013
Break Down Your Walls
Ephesians 2:11-22

Saulo & Annemarie Tanahuvia
1/21



Focus on Our Church Community
(Getting to Know One Another)

Monthly Spotlight

Annemarie Tanahuvia

When I was eighteen years old my dream of
attending a Christian university was crushed by the
circumstances of life. From the time I was in junior
high, God had placed a desire in my heart to attend
Northwest University in Kirkland. However due to un-
expected financial hardships and my parents recent
bankruptcy, that desire was no longer possible….or
so I thought. I can still remember the day my mother
had to explain why, something to do with finances: I
was only eighteen though and had no idea of what re-
sponsibilities it took to be an adult. I was filled with
resentment towards my parents and God. I can see
now that it was the first of many forks in the road that
Craig, our youth pastor, spoke of on Sunday morning.
Unfortunately, I took the wrong turn.

That day was the beginning of a very long fif-
teen years. After I realized that my plan of going to a
four year Christian college was not going to be a real-
ity, I resigned to take whatever life handed out. Sadly
enough when you decide it is okay to settle with
what’s in front of you, you usually don’t end up with
the results you were hoping for. I blamed my parents
and I blamed God. I look back now and I think it was
easier being angry at them, than to realize I had failed
myself. I failed myself when I allowed my circum-
stances to define me instead of being obedient to God
and allowing Him to work it out.

It was a cliché bumper sticker that I spotted on
the way home from dropping my girls at school one
morning that changed my life three years ago. “You
can’t change your destiny overnight, but you can
change your direction”. That single sentence brought
to mind a sermon I had heard my uncle preach years
ago. He had taught on the same issue; it’s the small
choices that we make in life that equate to us finding
our larger purpose in God’s plan. It’s about being
obedient to Him and serving him with complete aban-
donment...being gloriously surrendered.
I was enrolled in community college for 3 semesters
when the Lord opened the door for me to attend
Northwest University. In spite of me, God still chose
to fulfill His plan in my life. Every decision I have
made which reflects God’s choice has brought me
closer to the vision He gave me when I was a teen-
ager. Sometimes I am brought to tears at the thought
of how merciful our God is; that he would still choose
to use me in all of my inadequacies, however that is
the beauty of our Lord.

Continued on page 4

Verse of the Month

Then Jesus told his disciples a
parable to show them that they

should always pray and not
give up.

Luke 18:1

January Encouragement

I will restore to you the years that the locust hath
eaten. (Joel 2:25)

How many years we are not told; only this:
“I will restore the years.”

Human lives are often laid bare—barren patches
produced by our own failures; a wilderness

stretching across our life. But what comfort in
these words:

“ I will RESTORE to you the years that the locust
hath eaten.”

Have you been brooding over some sorrow? Has
it darkened your life as a swarm of locusts might
darken the sun at midday? And have you cried
out in your anguish, “The sun will never shine
again”? But read the word He has promised:
“I will restore to you the years that the locust

hath eaten.”
Turn to Him , dear reader—turn to the One
whom you may have been inclined to forget

when you lived in the larger house. He is waiting
and if He does not see fit to give you back the

earthly possession once so highly prized by you,
remember this:

In a higher and better way He will restore those
years.

The years that the locust hath eaten sometimes
take another form: years spent away from God in
pursuit of worldly pleasure and self-gratification!
How many have tried this! No wonder the fields
are bare! Can God restore these years! Did He

not restore the years for Naomi?
GOD CAN!

Springs in the Valley—Mrs. Charles E. Cowman
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Church FamilyCraig Pelissero
Youth Pastor

The youth group had a great December
walking with Jesus as one of His disciples.
By reading through the book of Matthew we
gained a better understanding of who Jesus
is, what he did for us, and why.

The youth group also attended a Seattle
University basketball game together at Key
Arena. We had a great time together and
saw a great game!

Youth &
Children’s
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Tanahuvia……..Continued from page 3

In the bible 1 Corinthians 1:20-31 explains that God
uses us mightily in our weaknesses so that there is no
question as to His might, glory and worthiness. Now I have
a firm understanding that by allowing myself to be weak
and being obedient to the Lord, I enable the power of God
to be used through me.

God has broken the chains of bondage in my life
and has taken my shame. Now my heart’s desire is to be
ready; ready for whatever the Lord has for me and my fam-
ily. I challenge you to do the same. Let’s gloriously surren-
der ourselves and our wills to God. May we listen for God’s
voice and heed His “recalculation” for our lives. Let us al-
low God to use us in mighty ways and make 2013 an ex-
traordinary year for the kingdom of God.


