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A Note From the Pastor

For over 2,000 years the cross has been the most universal Christian symbol. Peo-
ple wear crosses around their necks, as earrings, and on clothing. They have crosses
hanging on their walls or from their rearview mirrors. Have you ever stopped to think
why that is? The cross was an instrument of capital punishment. If produced maxi-
mum torture and sometimes victims could suffer for days before they died. The Ro-
mans reserved it for the worst criminals. There are other symbols that could have
been chosen to represent Christianity: the fish, dove, manger, throne, crown, or even
a rock could have sufficed. But it was the cross that became the universal Christian
symbol and with good reason. The cross symbolizes and commemorates Christ’s
death on our behalf.

When we look at the cross, I believe three truths should come to mind. First, the
cross speaks to us of the horrible reality of our sin. In our day and age, we tend to
trivialize sins and down play it. Instead of adultery, it’s called an affair. Instead of
stealing it’s called a brief lapse in judgment. You name it and we can rationalize it by
saying everyone else is doing it so it must not be so bad. But the Bible tells us that
God is holy and can have nothing to do with sin. Furthermore, we learn from the
Bible that all of us have sinned and fall short of God’s standards (Rom. 3:23) and what
we deserve on account of our sin is death (Rom. 6:23). Sin separates us from God
and exposes us to His judgment and punishment. Our sin required the death of the
Son of God in order for us to be forgiven and enjoy the intimacy with God that He in-
tended from the beginning. The cross ought to remind us of the horrible reality of our
sin.

Second, the cross speaks to us of the wonderful and incomprehensible love of
God. Why was God willing to send His Son to die a terrible death on the cross for us?
He could have just abandoned us to our fate. But He didn’t because of His love for us.
“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes
in him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). “But God demonstrates His
own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8).
Because God loved us so much, He pursed us even to desolate anguish on the cross
where He bore our sin, guilt, judgment, and death. God’s love for us is unconditional
and sacrificial. God’s love is so amazing and incomprehensible that the Apostle Paul
prays that we would be able to grasp its height, length, breadth, and depth
(Eph. 3:17-19).

Third, the cross speaks to us of the free gift of salvation in Christ. Moved by His
Love, God in Christ substituted himself for us on the cross. He told his disciples he
had come to give his life as a ransom for many (Mk 10:45). Christ died the death all of
us should have died, taking the punishment we deserved. All we have to do is
accept the gift by inviting Jesus Christ into our lives as our forgiver and leader. “For
the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord” (Rom. 6:23).

As we approach Good Friday and Easter this year, let’s praise God for the cross. If
you have never asked Jesus to come into your life, forgive your sins and take charge,
I invite you to put your faith and trust in Him today. If you have already done that, I
encourage you to share the good news of Jesus with others.

Your Shepherd, Pastor Mark



Daylight Savings Time: Don't forget to turn your clocks
ahead one hour on Saturday night, March 9th before you
go to bed. Daylight Saving Time begins at 2 am on
Sunday morning, March 10th.

Prayer Meetings: Sunday mornings at 8 am & Wednes-
days starting with lunch at Noon and prayer at 1 pm.

The Men’s Group is meeting for Bible Study, prayer, and
fellowship on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday nights of each
month at 7:00 pm in the conference room at the church.
Our next meeting is March 5th.

The Young Couples Group is meeting at the home of Lee
& Maribeth Williams on the 1st and 3rd Mondays of the
Month at 7 pm. Next meeting is March 4th.

Growth Groups: The Seekers Growth Group meets Sun-
days at 9:10 am in the Fellowship Hall. The Wednesday
Night Growth Group meets at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship
Hall.

The Thursday Night Bible Study meets at the home of
Don and Kim Strange at 7 pm.

Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University is being fa-
cilitated by John and Anne Schukar on Wednesday nights
at 5:45 pm in the church library. A light supper is served.

The Adult Choir is meeting right after church to rehearse
for Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday.

The Craft Ministry will meet on Sunday night, March
10th, at 5:30 pm in the Youth Annex. Childcare will be
provided. Join us as we make blankets, hats, scarves, etc.
to give away to those in need in our community.

Church Work Day: There will be a church work day on
Saturday, March 23rd 9 am to Noon.

Easter is on March 31st this year. Breakfast will be at
9:15 am for our church and community. If you are willing
to help with setup/cleanup or provide food, please note it
on your Communication Card, or speak with Saulo or An-
nemarie Tanahuvia.

There will be an Easter Egg Hunt for the children on
Easter Sunday at 12 pm. If you would be willing to plan
this event or help with it, please call the church or note it
on your Communication Card.

Upcoming Events:
Good Friday Service, March 29th, 7:00 pm
Ladies Lunch Bunch, April 7th Noon

PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES:

Gordy & Tabita Beck ~ Austria
Kelly & Cherie Green ~ Colombia

Becky Osell ~ Ethiopia
Scott & Ruth Millar ~ Argentina

Steve & Barbara Wilkinson ~ Philippines
Andy & Lynette Tillman ~ Philippines

BIRTHDAYS

March—Aquamarine

Poul Nichols 3/1
Trudi Rongholt 3/2
Bryan Mamula 3/7

Wil Sooter 3/11
Jolena Medina 8/17
Maryann Long 3/18
Jeff Wojtyna 3/19

Carole Conway 8/22
Mary Knauf 3/29

Jim Meissner 3/30

UPCOMING MESSAGES
March 3, 2013
“Secrets to a Great Marriage”
Ephesians 5:21-33

March 10, 2013
“The Lordship of Christ in the Family and Workplace”
Ephesians 6:1-9

March 17, 2013
“Live in Victory”
Ephesians 6:10-24

March 24, 2013
“Why Worship Jesus?”
Matthew 21:1-11
Colossians 1:15-20

March 31, 2012
“What Are You Looking For?”
Matthew 28:1-10

John and Anne
Schukar

3/11

Bob and Dina
Pan
3/23



Only A Seed

Who despises the day of small things?..
Zechariah 4:10

Probably most of us who are believing God for
something can find evidence of a small beginning:
a little seed, a cloud the size of a man’s hand.

Rejoice over that seed. It is a sign of greater things
to come. Don’t curse your seed by complaining
over it.

God gives us seed, something that causes us to
hope, a little thing perhaps, but something is better
than nothing. We should say, “Lord, this is only a
little thing, but thank You for giving me some hope,
something to hold on to. Thank You, Lord, for a
beginning.”

Take that seed and plant it by believing over it.

The Holy Spirit showed me that I was throwing
away a lot of my seed.

When we despise something we regard it lightly.
We take no notice of it and count it as nothing. We
do not take care of it. If we don’t take care of what
God gives us, we lose it.

If we lose the seed, we will never see the harvest.

Part of Hebrews 13:5 says, in essence, “Be con-
tent with what you have.”

Let us be like Paul: let us learn to be abased and
how to abound—and how to be content either way,
knowing that every part is a portion of the whole
picture.

That Scripture goes on to say, For He (God)
Himself has said, I will not in any way….let (you)
down.

That is why we can be content—by faith—during
the small beginning. We know that the Lord is the
Author and the Finisher.(Heb 12:2.) What He be-
gins, He completes. (Phil.1:6) He will do that for
us—if we will hold our faith firm until the end. (Heb.
3:6)

“Me and My Big Mouth” by Joyce Meyer

Verse of the Month

So he said to me, “This is
the word of the Lord to

Zerubbabel:
‘Not by might nor by power,
but by my Spirit,’ says the

Lord Almighty.

Zechariah 4:6

March Encouragement

All Things work together for good to them
that love God. Romans 8:28

Sometimes it’s very hard to believe that
God knows what He’s doing. We are told to stop
trying to control everything, so we do. We “Let
God,” we “Turn It Over.” We pry our grip off peo-
ple, places, and things. As much as we want to
hang on, we force ourselves to let God run the
show. Then we wait and watch for the good
things to start happening.

Most of the time events continue to unfold
as unevenly as they always did. Accidents
happen while setbacks, injustices, and evil get
rewarded, and good goes begging. We feel that
our letting go is mocked, that God isn’t doing a
better job than we did. Why isn’t He performing?

But God can write straight with crooked
lines. God’s timetable may well not be the same
as ours. What is asked is that we learn to be-
lieve without seeing and to trust when it seems
we could do so much better.

Today, I pray for the faith to go the distance.
Like a child leaping into a parent’s arms, I know

that I am too precious to drop.

Days of Healing, Days of Joy
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Church FamilyCraig Pelissero
Youth Pastor

During the month of
February the youth
group focused on
spiritual formation and
growth. The series went as follows:

1st Week: “Who You Are”
a. Discover What The Church Is About
b. Church Values And Strategy
c. What It Means To Be A Christian
d. Baptism
e. Faith Sharing

2nd Week: “How You Grow”
a. Habits Of A Disciple
b. How To Read The Bible
c. Prayer Life
d. Fasting

3rd Week: "What You Do & Where You Serve"
a. Ministry
b. Purpose Of Being Involved In A Ministry
c. Discover S.H.A.P.E. (Spiritual Gifts, Heart, Abilities,

Personality, Experiences)
c. Take Spiritual Gifts Inventory
d. Understanding Spiritual Gifts
e. Ministry Placement / Creation
f. Great Commission
g. Accountability for Jesus Command To

Make Disciples
h. Outreach
i. Find A Lost Person And Disciple Them

Youth &
Children’s

News

7504 NE Bothell Way

Kenmore, WA 98028

Phone: 425-486-7487

Fax: 425-486-9477

Email: info@kenmorechurch.org

www.kenmorechurch.org

After completing this series we examined the families we
come from. Our family is the most powerful influential
group that has affected us today. We learned that our
family does not only hand down heirlooms, but can also
hand down sin. We discussed generational sin and how it
not only affects us, but also how it is handed down genera-
tion after generation. We looked at the family lines of Abra-
ham, Isaac, & Jacob, as well as, Jesse, David, Solomon, &
Rehoboam. There were some shocking generational sins
that plagued their families. We then constructed our own
family genograms and saw some sin patterns to be aware
of to overcome.

The youth have enjoyed diving a little deeper into their
faith life and discovering new things about themselves they
never knew before!

The youth group also got together for their new year group
event. It was called "Church, Skate, & Bowl!" The youth
gathered together at Sunday Worship Service, then went
to Lynwood Skate and Bowl. We enjoyed an afternoon
filled with cosmic bowling and roller skating. It was the first
time for many of the youth to attempt roller skating.

The youth were true "lights" at the bowling alley and skat-
ing rink. At the beginning of the event they even gathered
on their own to pray together... out loud, in public...inside
the bowling alley!


