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A Note From the Pastor

Over the past few weeks, I have been preaching a series of messages
on “Becoming a Contagious Christian.” There isn’t time to share with you
everything I would like to in my messages so in my article this month I want to
communicate to you some principles for starting spiritual conversations from
the book “Becoming A Contagious Christian” by Hybels and Mittelberg.

First, pray hard. There’s not substitute for consistent prayer. Ask God
not only to give you wisdom and to guide your words, but also to help others
be open and interested.

Second, talk to people individually. It’s easier to talk to people one on
one so that they won’t be embarrassed or concerned about the opinions of
anyone who’s listening.

Third, pique curiosity. Don’t feel like you always have to bring up your
faith in a direct fashion. Drop hints and create curiosity the way Jesus did
when He mentioned living water to the woman at the well in John 4. Let them
further the conversation by asking what you are referring to.

Fourth, rely on reciprocal reflexes. Begin by asking them about their
own interests and beliefs and they will likely respond by asking you about
yours.

Fifth, seize split-second opportunities. Each day we have conversa-
tions with people that provide us with the chance to raise topics of faith, but
most of us aren’t prepared for them. Next time one of your unbelieving
friends asks you how you are doing, instead of giving the standard “safe”
response of “fine,” seize the opportunity to interject a spiritual response. You
might say something like, “I’m doing great. I learned some encouraging
truths from the Bible this Sunday at church and I’d love to tell you about
them.”

Finally, don’t underestimate the degree of interest among your unbe-
lieving friends in spiritual truth. Many people today are getting tired of living
without ultimate purpose and they are searching for answers. And here we
are, hold the keys to meaning in this life and hope for the next. You might
just directly ask them, “Where are you on our spiritual journey?” or “I’m curi-
ous, do you ever think about spiritual matters?”

It’s going to take some courage to get the ball rolling and initiate some
spiritual conversations, but Christianity that is really contagious takes some
guts.

Your Shepherd,
Pastor Mark



Ladies Tea, Sunday, May 5th at 12:30 pm, cost is $8.00.
You can still purchase tickets at the door.

Women’s Ministry Planning Committee Meeting:
Sunday May 19th at 12:30 pm.

Today, Craft Group is meeting May 5th at 5:30 pm.

Women’s Bible Study is meeting at 10 am on Thursdays
in the Library. This is a study of Proverbs and is an open
group. Linda Babb is facilitating.

The Men’s Group is meeting for Bible Study, prayer, and
fellowship on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday nights of each
month at 7:00 pm in the conference room at the church.
Our next meeting is May 7th.

It’s time to start planning for Vacation Bible School.
Craig Pelissero will be heading it up this year. The dates
are July 21st - 25th from 6 to 8:30 pm. We need people to
help as station leaders (Bible, Dinner, Crafts, Music, Pup-
pets, Games) and crew leaders (responsible to lead a
group of children from station to station). We will also
need help with decorating, set up, clean up and food dona-
tions. If you are willing to help in one of these ways,
please note it on your communication card.

We have a number of Bible Studies meeting each week:
The Seekers Growth Group meets on Sunday mornings at
9:10 am. The Wednesday Night Growth Group meets at 7
pm. The Thursday night Bible Study meets at the home of
Don & Kim Strange at 7 pm.

We have two Prayer Meetings every week. One on Sun-
day mornings at 8 am and the other on Wednesdays start-
ing with a meal at 12 pm and prayer at 1 pm. Come join
us as we pray for the needs of our church and community.

Saulo & Annemarie Tanahuvia are participating in a mis-
sion trip to Antigua, Guatemala this summer through
Northwest University. If you would like to help support
them you can note in on your check or offering envelope
as “Guatemala Mission Trip.”

Upcoming Events:
Mother’s Day Service - May 12th
Missions Dessert About India - May 18th 7:00 pm
Father’s Day Service - June 16th

PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES:

Gordy & Tabita Beck ~ Austria
Kelly & Cherie Green ~ Colombia

Becky Osell ~ Ethiopia
Scott & Ruth Millar ~ Argentina

Steve & Barbara Wilkinson ~ Philippines
Andy & Lynette Tillman ~ Philippines

BIRTHDAYS

May—Emerald

Irma Clifton 5/1
Sally Relle 5/3
Brad Carter 5/4

Alishia Nichols 5/6
Bob Conway 5/9

Grace Cotterill 5/9
Ray Munson 5/9

Eleanor Pelissero 5/10
Gary Ceurvorst 5/16
Sadie Phillips 5/21
Jim Powers 5/24
Bob Moore 5/28

UPCOMING MESSAGES

May 5, 2013
“A Contagious Message”
Various Scriptures

May 12, 2012
“Hannah: A Model For Motherhood”
1 Samuel 1:1-2:11

May 19, 2013
“A Call to Respond to God’s Love”
Malachi 1:1-5

May 26, 2013
“A Call to Be Authentic”
Malachi 1:6-14

Rey & Daphne Kagume-Singson
5/1



The Black Hole
TGIF Today God Is First Volume 2, by Os Hillman

03-26-2013

"My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made
perfect in weakness" (2 Corinthians 12:9).

On February 20, 1962, at 9:47 A.M., the spacecraft
Friendship 7 rose on a pillar of fire, piloted by lone
astronaut John Glenn. Leaving the coast of Florida
far behind, the space capsule orbited the earth three
times, traveling 81,000 miles in less than four hours.
As the craft began its descent from space, mission
controllers in Houston received a warning signal. A
sensor indicated that the capsule's heat shield was
in danger of detaching. If the heat shield came loose
during reentry, the capsule would burn like a meteor-
-and John Glenn would die.

Because radio waves cannot penetrate plasma, the
spacecraft experienced a total communications
blackout--what astronauts and mission controllers
call a "black hole".

The minutes crawled by and the suspense mounted
in the Houston control room. NASA engineers felt to-
tally helpless. Finally, after five minutes of silence,
mission controllers heard Glenn's voice crackling
over the radio: "Friendship 7 to Houston?"

Shouts of joy shook the control room. John Glenn
was coming home. Although neither Glenn nor the
mission controllers knew it at the time, the heat
shield was absolutely firm and reliable. The fears for
John Glenn's safety during his black hole experience
were unfounded.

If you've ever been through a major crisis, you
probably know what a communications "black hole"
feels like. While you are in the pit of adversity, you
feel that your world is collapsing, that your life is out
of control--and that God is silent. The silence of a
black hole is deafening. You feel isolated and alone.
You question God's love, His care for you, and even
His existence.

But even when it seems that God is distant and si-
lent, your "heat shield" is still there, firm and reliable.
In your black hole experience, God is teaching you
to go deeper into your relationship with Him. You
may think that your life is out of control and burning
like a meteor, but in reality God, your heat shield, still
protects you from the fiery forces that surround you.

Today God Is First (TGIF) devotional message, Copyright by
Os Hillman, Marketplace Leaders.

Verse of the Month

Through Jesus, therefore,
let us continually offer to

God a sacrifice of
praise—the fruit of lips
that confess his name.

Hebrews 13:15

May Encouragement

Come to Me with all your weaknesses:
physical, emotional, and spiritual. Rest

in the comfort of My Presence,
remembering that

nothing is impossible with Me.

Pry your mind away from your prob-
lems so you can focus your attention
on Me. Recall that I am able to do

immeasurably more than all you ask or
imagine. Instead of trying to direct Me

to do this and that, seek to attune
yourself to what I am

already doing.

When anxiety attempts to wedge its
way into your thoughts, remind

yourself that
I am your Shepherd.

The bottom line is that I am taking care
of you; therefore, you needn’t be afraid

of anything. Rather than trying to
maintain control over your life,

abandon yourself to My will. Though
this may feel frightening—even

dangerous—the
safest place to be is in My will.

Luke 1:37; Ephesians 3:20-21;
Psalm 23:1-4

Jesus Calling—Sarah Young
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Church Family
1001 Surprising Things
You Should Know about

The Bible
2. The word Bible comes from the Greek word
biblia, which means “books,” which comes from
another word, byblos, meaning papyrus, a material
books were made from in ancient times.

3. The ancient Greeks obtained their supplies of
paper from the port of Byblos, in what is now
Lebanon. Their word for book-biblion (the singular
form of biblia)—was derived from the name of this
port, and from this we get our English word Bible,
meaning the Book of books.

4. The word Bible is not in the Bible. The term
came long after all the writings were completed and
assembled.

5. The Bible is the world’s best-selling book as well as
the world’s most shoplifted book!

6. The Bible is the most bought yet least understood
book. Nine out of ten Americans own a bible, but fewer
than half ever read it. World wide sales of the Bible are
uncountable.

46. More than three thousand versions of the en-
tire Bible, or portion of it, exist in English.

109. The New International Bible came out in
1978 and remains one of the most popular versions
used today.

112. The Bug Bible was published in 1535 and was
known more by its real name, the Coverdale Bible.
It was dubbed the “Bug Bible” because of its render-
ing of Psalm 91:5: “Thou shalt not need to be afrayd

for eny bugges by night.”
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117. The Wicked Bible, or Adulterous Bible, was
printed in 1632. The word “not” was accidentally left
out of the seventh commandment: “You shall commit
adultery” (Exod. 20:14)

123. The Standing Fishes Bible was printed in
1806, and mistakenly used the word fishes for fishers
in Ezekiel 47:10: “ And it shall come to pass that the
fishes shall stand on it.”

129. “Raising Cain” means to act with abandon-
ment or wildly. As a phrase, it is most likely de-
scended from the Genesis character Cain who killed
his brother, Abel, and was forever marked as a vio-
lent man.

130. “Jezebel” or “Delilah” is the name often given
to a woman of cunning and deceit. Both Bible char-
acters were beautiful, though calculating in nature.
Delilah was a seductress; Jezebel was a queen.

154. “A fly in the ointment” is a phrase commonly
used to describe something that has gone wrong with
a system or procedure. It comes from Ecclesiastes
10:1, which states that “dead flies spoil the perfumer’s
ointment”.

172. No mention! There are two books of the Bible
that never state the name of God: Esther and Song of
Solomon.

188. The most press for an animal? Sheep win the
prize with mention of this very necessary animal
occurring over four hundred different times.

190. The longest-reigning king in the Bible was
Manasseh, who oversaw the kingdom of Judah for
fifty-five years (2 Kings 21:1). The shortest-reigning
king was Zimri, who wore the crown of Israel for only
seven days (1 Kings 16:15)

203.“Either the Bible will keep you away from sin
or sin will keep you away from the Bible!
-author unknown

209.“You can learn more about human nature by
reading the Bible than by living in New York.”
-William Lyon Phelps

212.“The Bible is alive, it speaks to me; it has feet, it
runs after me; it has hands, it lays hold on me.”
-Martin Luther

213.“The Bible tells us to love our neighbors, and
also to love our enemies; probably because they are
generally the same people.”
- G.K. Chesterton

And many more————————
“1001 Surprising Things You Should Know about the
Bible” by Jerry MacGregor and Marie Prys


