
How Do I Begin My Spiritual Journey With Jesus? 
 
1.  Admit that God is not first in your life and ask Him to       
     forgive your sins. (I John 1:9) 
2.  Believe that Jesus died to pay for your sins and that  
     He rose again on Easter and is alive today.  
     (Romans 10:9) 
3.  Accept God’s free gift of salvation.  Don’t try to earn  
     it. (Ephesians 2:8,9) 
4.  Through prayer, invite Jesus Christ to come into your  
     life and be the director (Lord) of your life.  
     (John 1:12~13) 
 
What to pray: 
 
Dear Lord Jesus, 
I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness.   
I believe that You died for my sins.  Please come into 
my life and make me a new person.  From now on I 
want You to be the leader of my life.  Amen. 
 
How Do I Continue My Spiritual Journey With 
Jesus? 
 
1.  Begin praying and reading your Bible daily.  Start 
     with the Book of John. 
2.  Sign up to be baptized on your Connection Card.  
3.  Sign up to participate in the next Church 
     Membership Class on your Connection Card. 
4.  Join one of our Growth Groups. 
5.  Volunteer to help out with one of our ministries. 
6.  Tell your family and friends about your commitment 
     to Jesus and invite them to church with you. 
 

 

 

HARD TIMES AND THE LIFE OF FAITH 
Genesis 29-31 
 
Main Thought: From Jacob’s experiences in Genesis 29-31, 
we discover the purposes God has for our lives when we go 
through hard times. 
 
1. JACOB’S HARD TIME IN __________ (Chapters 29-31) 
 
 1) Round 1: The ______________ Trap (29:1-30:24) 
 
 

 2) Round 2: _______________ Sheep (30:25-43) 
 
 

 3) Round 3: Leaving for __________ (31:1-35) 
 
 

2. GOD’S ________________ IN THE __________ TIMES 
 
 1) To give us time to ____________ on our lives. 
 

 
2) To __________ us and build our ______________     
 

     in Him. 
 

 
 3) To develop ________ character in us. 
 
 

4) To teach us that God’s____________ shines   
 

     through our _________________. 
 
 
 

Application: 
My personal “Haran” is ___________________________. 
 
 

This is what I believe God is teaching me: _____________ 
 
______________________________________________. 



ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR GROWTH GROUPS 
  
1. What insight from this week’s message did you find to be 
most helpful, eye opening, or troubling?  Explain. 
 
2. Read Genesis 29:1-30-24 
 
3. Where did Jacob go when he arrived in Haran? Why?  
What did he learn? (vv 1-6) 
 
 
4. Whom did Jacob meet at the well and how did he greet 
her? What did he tell her and what did she do? (vv 7-12) 
 
 
 
5. Compare Genesis 24:10-32 with this passage.  How do 
you account for the similarities in how Isaac and Jacob met 
their respective mates? 
 
 
6. How did Laban greet Jacob? (vv 13-14) 
 
 
7. Describe Laban’s two daughters. (vv  16-17) 
 
 
8. What deal did Jacob make with Laban? (vv 18-19) 
 
 
9. When the time came for the wedding, what did Laban do?  
Why do you think Jacob didn’t notice the switch?  How did 
Laban explain himself?  What arrangement was reached 
then? 
 
 
 
 
 

10. Jacob had deceived his father, now he is being 
deceived.  What lessons can we learn from this? 
 
 
11. What problems did marrying these two sisters this lead 
to? 
 
 
12. How many wives and concubines and children did Jacob 
wind up with?   
 
 
13. What does the Bible say about polygamy?  Is it okay with 
God?  Why do you think He allowed it? 
 
 
14. Read Genesis 30:25-43.  Why didn’t Laban want to let 
Jacob return home?  What did Jacob ask for in return?  How 
did Laban make things difficult for Jacob at this point? How 
did God bless Jacob? 
 
 
 
 
15. Read Genesis 31.  Why did Jacob feel he needed to flee 
from Laban?  How did God help Jacob in the midst of his 
difficult times with Laban?  How did Jacob go about fleeing?  
Why was Laban upset with Jacob?  How did they work 
things out? 
 
 
 
 
16. What lessons can we learn from this passage about why 
God allows us to go through difficult times? 
 
 
 


