
How Do I Begin My Spiritual Journey With Jesus? 
 
1.  Admit that God is not first in your life and ask Him to       
     forgive your sins. (I John 1:9) 
2.  Believe that Jesus died to pay for your sins and that  
     He rose again on Easter and is alive today.  
     (Romans 10:9) 
3.  Accept God’s free gift of salvation.  Don’t try to earn  
     it. (Ephesians 2:8,9) 
4.  Through prayer, invite Jesus Christ to come into your  
     life and be the director (Lord) of your life.  
     (John 1:12~13) 
 
What to pray: 
 
Dear Lord Jesus, 
I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness.   
I believe that You died for my sins.  Please come into 
my life and make me a new person.  From now on I 
want You to be the leader of my life.  Amen. 
 
How Do I Continue My Spiritual Journey With 
Jesus? 
 
1.  Begin praying and reading your Bible daily.  Start 
     with the Book of John. 
2.  Sign up to be baptized on your Connection Card.  
3.  Sign up to participate in the next Church 
     Membership Class on your Connection Card. 
4.  Join one of our Growth Groups. 
5.  Volunteer to help out with one of our ministries. 
6.  Tell your family and friends about your commitment 
     to Jesus and invite them to church with you. 
 

 

 

JUDAH AND TAMAR: A STORY OF GOD’S GRACE 
Genesis 38 
 
Main Thought: From the story of Judah and Tamar in 
Genesis 38 we can learn some lessons about God’s grace. 
 
1. A ____________ OF THE EVENTS IN GENESIS 38. 
 
 
 
 
 
2. ____________ ABOUT GOD’S _____________  . 
 
 
 

 1) Grace takes our greatest ___________ and makes 
  

them the __________________ of God’s greatest  
 

   _______________. 
 
 

 
 2) Grace ______________ us with unexpected  
 

  ____________. 
 
 

 
 3) Grace is never about _____, it’s always about  
 

  _______. 
  
 
 4) Grace turns tragic _____________ into spiritual  
 

    ________________. 
 
 
 5) Grace always _________ us to ___________  . 



 
ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR GROWTH GROUPS 
  
1. What insight from this week’s message did you find to be 
most helpful, eye opening, or troubling?  Explain. 
 
2. Read Genesis 38. 
 
3. What do we know about Judah at this point?  (See Gen. 
35:23; 37:26-27) 
 
 
 
4. What spiritually unhealthy choices and compromises did 
Judah make in verses 1-5? 
 
 
 
5. What is the name of Er’s wife?  (v 6) What is her 
background? What does verse 7 tell us is the reason that 
God took Er’s life?  What do you think it means to be wicked 
in the Lord’s sight? 
 
 
 
6. Why did Judah tell Onan to “lie with your brother’s wife”?  
(See Deut. 25:5-10)  Why do you think God included this as 
part of the Mosaic Law?  What benefit would it be to the 
widow? 
 
 
 
 
7. Why did Onan only partly obey his father’s directive?  Why 
did God put him to death? 
 
 
 
 

 
8. What promise did Judah make to Tamar and why didn’t he 
fulfill it? 
 
 
9. In verses 13 and 14, the text indicates that Tamar knew 
exactly what to do to get Judah’s attention on the road to 
Timnah. What does this tell us about Judah’s moral life? 
 
 
 
10. Do you think Tamar acts morally here?  How does she 
protect her interests at this point? 
 
 
11. What double standard does Judah exhibit when he finds 
out Tamar is pregnant? 
 
 
12. What pronouncement upon Tamar does Judah give 
when he discovers that he is the father of Tamar’s child? 
What does this tell us about Judah’s sense of right and 
wrong? (v 26)  
 
 
 
13. Who was the firstborn son of Tamar, and what was his 
position as a descendant of Judah? 
 
 
14. Read Matthew 1:1-17.  Whose names appear in verse 
3?  What does the fact that Jesus came from the line of 
Judah through Tamar and Perez teach us about the grace of 
God? 
 
 
15. What truths do you take away from this passage that can 
be applied to your own life? 


