
How Do I Begin My Spiritual Journey With Jesus? 
 
1.  Admit that God is not first in your life and ask Him to       
     forgive your sins. (I John 1:9) 
2.  Believe that Jesus died to pay for your sins and that  
     He rose again on Easter and is alive today.  
     (Romans 10:9) 
3.  Accept God’s free gift of salvation.  Don’t try to earn  
     it. (Ephesians 2:8,9) 
4.  Through prayer, invite Jesus Christ to come into your  
     life and be the director (Lord) of your life.  
     (John 1:12~13) 
 
What to pray: 
 
Dear Lord Jesus, 
I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness.   
I believe that You died for my sins.  Please come into 
my life and make me a new person.  From now on I 
want You to be the leader of my life.  Amen. 
 
How Do I Continue My Spiritual Journey With 
Jesus? 
 
1.  Begin praying and reading your Bible daily.  Start 
     with the Book of John. 
2.  Sign up to be baptized on your Connection Card.  
3.  Sign up to participate in the next Church 
     Membership Class on your Connection Card. 
4.  Join one of our Growth Groups. 
5.  Volunteer to help out with one of our ministries. 
6.  Tell your family and friends about your commitment 
     to Jesus and invite them to church with you. 
 

 

 

BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO ARE PERSECUTED 
BECAUSE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 
Matthew 5:10-12 
 
Main Thought: In Matthew 5:10-12 we discover the eighth 
characteristic of a genuine Christ follower; they are 
persecuted for righteousness and inherit the kingdom of 
heaven. 
 
1. _________________________ IS A GIVEN. (vv 10-11) 
 
 1) Because of the ________ we ________. (v 10) 
 
 2) Because of the ________ we ________. (v 11) 
 
 3) ___________ kinds of persecution. (v 11) 
 
  (1) _____________ insults 
 
  (2) ________________ attack 
 
  (3) ____________ accusations 
 
2. PERSECUTION IS A _________ AND BRINGS 
______________________. (vv 11-12) 
 
 1) It confirms our ___________________ with Christ. 
 
 2) It causes us to _________ on Christ. 
 
 3) It cultivates ______________________. 
 
 4) It confers a ____________. 
 
Application: How will you risk speaking out for Jesus this 
week? _______________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
 
 



ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR GROWTH GROUPS 
  
1. What insight from this week’s message did you find to be 
most helpful, eye opening, or troubling?  Explain. 
 
 
2. Read Matthew 5:10-12 and 1 Peter 4:12-19. 
 
3. What are some examples of persecution that you have 
experienced or that you are aware of in our world today? 
 
 
 
 
 
4. What are some examples of people in the Bible who 
experienced persecution for their faith?  What kinds of 
persecution did they face?  (Some passages are listed below 
but see if you can come up with some others as well.) 
 
 1) Genesis 4:1-8 
 
 2) Daniel 6 
 
 3) Acts 7:54-59 
 
 4) Acts 5:17-42 
 
 5) Hebrews 11:35b-40 
 
5. Why does persecution of Christ followers exist and why 
should we expect it? 
 
 1) John 15:20-24 
 
 2) John 16:1-3 
 
 3) Psalm 10:2 
 

 4) Acts 26:9-11; 13:50; 14:2 
 
 5) Luke 21:12 
 
 6) 2 Timothy 3:12 
 
6. What should be our response to persecution when we 
experience it? 
 
 Matthew 5:10-12 
 
 1 Peter 4:12-19 
 
 1 Corinthians 4:12 
 
 Matthew 5:44 
 
 Romans 12:14 
 
 Psalm 7:1 
 
7. What kind of responses to persecution are not indicated in 
these verses? Why do you think that is? 
 
 
8. How can a believer prepare for persecution?  What can a 
believer do who is afraid of being persecuted? 
 
 
9. What are the rewards for those who are persecuted for 
following Christ? (Matt. 5:10-12) 
 
 
9. How will you risk speaking out for Christ this week?  How 
will you live boldly for Christ this week? What can we do to 
help Christ followers around the world who are being 
persecuted? 


